
CALVINISM’s CONFUSION PT 3 

A BRIEF SURVEY OF SOVEREIGNTY 

 

 

“Thou wilt say then unto me, 

Why doth he yet find fault? For who hath resisted his will?” 

 

~ Romans 9:19 
 

1. Introduction 
a. Calvinism is an example of salvation confused – an application of our recent seminar 

b. There are not only 2 options: I am not Calvinist or Arminian (nor Pelagian -full or semi) 
c. The issue of sovereignty = Is God in control?  a misunderstood question 

d. Does God dictate and manipulate every thing that happens? 
e. Are there coincidences? Does everything happen for a (divine) reason? 
f. A more important question = “what is God’s purpose, what does God want me to do?” 
g. When people don’t know, they make wrong assumptions.  

 
2. Sovereignty 

a. Yes, God is in control – (he is not out of control) – but what does this mean? 
b. Calvinist culture = Everything that happens is decreed, ordained, made certain by God 

c. Webster = Supreme in power, dominion, superior to all others, chief, lord, the highest 

authority or ruler not under any other’s control 
d. Three pillars of Calvinism: predestination and elect are Bible words – sovereign is not 

i. NIV has it 296x in places like Ps 73:28, and over 210 in Eze replacing “Lord God” 
e. Places where “sovereign” is inserted: 

i. Sovereign for Lord - Isa 3:1, 10:33, 51:22, Acts 4:24, Rev 6:10 

ii. Sovereignty for kingdom – Dan 2:44, 5:18, Ps 103:19 
iii. Sovereign for “all power” – 1 Tim 6:15 

iv. Sovereignty (HCSB) for “dignity” or authority – Hab 1:7 
f. The Bible concept  Ps 95:3, 97:8-9, 99:2; Eph 1:17-22, 4:6; Col 1:16-18, 2:9-10 

 

3. Is God in Control ... of what? 
a. Who created, and gave life and breath? God  Acts 17:28, Pr 22:2 

b. Some things happen and that by chance – Deu 22:6, Luke 10:31, 1 Cor 15:37, Acts 3:10 

i. Chance = An event that happens w/o being planned, effect of an unknown cause 

ii. Luck = That which happens to a person casually (w/o purpose) 
iii. Happen = to come by chance, occur as a confluence of circumstances – Ph 1:12 

iv. Peter gives discernment of what is purpose and not – 1 Pet 4:12 
c. Who had power of the air and of the kingdoms of the world? Matt 4:9, Eph 2:2, 2Co 4:4 

d. What was promised before was manifested to Paul – why the secret? Titus 1:2-3 
e. God foreknows  Isa 49:9-10 - Knowledge gives power to control/change  1 Cor 2:7-8 

f. How does faith come? By hearing God’s words – Rom 10:17 

g. Romans 9:9+ is the Calvinist hammer – but God does all acc. to authority and purpose 

h. God has a purpose and works according to fulfill it – Eph 1:11 
i. People change according to God’s word – Isa 55:6-7, Eze 18:21 

j. People reject God’s counsel, is this God’s decree?–Lk 7:29-30, Ac 7:51-53, Jer 32:35, Ex 
32:7-8, Ps 137:9 (Babylon did this, God hated it) 

k. God intervenes acc. to his will and word  Tim 3:16; 2 Tim 3:16; Gal 5:22, 2 Cor 5:20 

l. Stop blaming the Holy Ghost for your irresponsibility.  
m. Stop blaming God because of your ignorance of his will. Eph 5:17. 


