
CALVINISM’s CONFUSION PT 2 

AN APPLICATION OF OUR RECENT SEMINAR 

 

 

“Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation  

ready to be revealed in the last time.“ 

 

~ 1 Peter 1:5 
 

1. Introduction 
a. Calvinism is an example of salvation confused – an application of our recent seminar 

b. There are not only 2 options: I am not Calvinist or Arminian (nor Pelagian -full or semi) 
c. Why Christians debate it? Due to the question, “how do I know I am saved? 

i. The mystery of salvation  Calvin said it was predetermining the saved/lost 

ii. What is salvation  Being unconditionally elected by God 

iii. How salvation works  God decrees you saved – the conclusion foreordained 

iv. What are the terms  You have no control – God draws you if he chose you 

v. When is salvation complete  It was determined before the world began 

vi. How do you know if someone is saved (elect)  Perseverance of the saints 

d. The danger of Calvinism is that it clouds the clear explanation of salvation.  
 

2. Calvinist Doctrine of Perseverance 
a. Who is truly Christian? How do you know? True Christians continue (b/c of God) –Phi 1:6 
b. There are true and false Christians: many profess not all possess  Matt 7:21-23 

c. Perseverance looks toward the future to see who will endure – Mark 13:13, 1 Pet 1:5 

d. If you fall away it was because you were never a part of the elect – 1Jo 2:19, Heb 10:39 
e. How do you know his disciples? They continue in the word – John 8:31-32, Luke 14:27 

f. Calvinist interpretation of the sower: God determined where seeds fell - Matt 13:19-23 
g. Salvation will not be lost based upon God’s decree (promise) – John 10:28, Heb 13:5 

h. Calvinists (Arminians) are wrong to find our terms of salvation (gospel) in Prophecy 
 

3. The Delivery of Salvation (When am I saved?) 

a. Salvation is either promised or possessed. If it is still a promise it is not a possession. 
b. Calvinism makes salvation an eternal decree – a promise, but not yet possessed 

i. Calvinism teaches those who God promises are the elect – but it is not over 
ii. Calvinism teaches that the elect always has the promise of salvation. 

c. Paul teaches we have a possession of salvation now – Rom 5:11, 1Cor 1:18, 15:2, Eph 

2:5, Col 1:21, 2:10, 2:13 
d. We possess salvation because the mystery of Christ teaches we are dead! Gal 2:20 

i. Heb 9:15 – the death of the testator was important for Israel – Heb 9:28 
ii. But now the death of Christ is offered as our death upon faith – Rom 5:1, 6:2-4 

iii. Our fellowship not in a covenant promise, but acc. to mystery – 1Co 1:9, Ph 1:5 

iv. The mystery of Christ = Christ in you – Col 1:28, Eph 3:6-9 
e. Confusion of God’s instruction for Israel and the BoC confuses our position 

f. The promise and provision of salvation is different than possessing salvation.  
i. At the cross – no one was offered salvation, instead, by the cross – Eph 2:16 

ii. When do we obtain our inheritance? Not before the world began – Eph 1:11-14 
iii. Salvation declared after the purpose made, and act performed – 2 Tim 1:8-11 

g. Salvation is made clear when we understand Christ and his cross acc. to the mystery.  

 
 


