
HOW TO GROW AS A CHRISTIAN – Lesson 04 

PRIORITIZING SPIRITUAL GROWTH 

 

 

 

“Redeeming the time, because the days are evil.” 

 

~ Ephesians 5:16 
 

1. Review 
a. God’s will  1) salvation and 2) knowledge of the truth, 3) sanctification 4) service 

b. 1) Growth is God’s work in you (see Paul’s words such as fruit, increase, edify) – 1Co 3:6 

c. 2) We all have areas of growth - Paul’s epistles identify and address them for the church 
d. 3) Tools God provides must be used to grow - Bible, prayer, praise/rejoicing, fellowship 

e. 4) Growth will be stunted without your making spiritual growth a priority.  

f. Nothing gets built without using both tools and time.  
 

2. Priority 
a. ~def. The first in rank, importance, in line, in time; precedence during a shortage. 
b. Sacred cow - “Make God first in your life”  taught as salvation... no, no, no.  
c. This is not about keeping the law  Mark 12:28-33 (who can keep Deu 6:5?!) 

d. The difference between law and grace is motivation: 
i. Laws require priority  Tithing, attendance, temple, sacrifices, priesthood 

ii. Grace gives priority  Money & time for spiritual growth in yourself and others 

e. The power of prioritizing = when given money, time, attention things improve/get done.  

f. Prioritizing bills over recreation, nutrition over junk, family over strangers comes naturally 
g. What is a life well lived? In order to live it – what takes priority? The spirit gets ignored. 
h. Making priority  strengthening the inner man, pursuing truth and the worthy walk 

 
3. The Time Factor 

a. “I don’t have enough time”; “I am too busy” ; “I’ll do it later” – but it takes time to grow 
b. You don’t have enough of it, that day is coming - Eph 5:16, Ro 14:12,1Co 3:13, 1Th 3:13 

c. It is your responsibility to minister - 1 Cor 4:1-2, 2 Cor 5:18, 6:1, Eph 4:1, 4:12,16 

d. You are the temple of God, servants of God – 1 Cor 3:16, Rom 6:16-18 
e. It is your soul/spirit that needs the word of God, needs the Lord Jesus Christ 

f. Your mind and soul drive the choices you make and the character required to be fruitful! 
 

4. The Trade Off 
a. Prioritizing means some things get moved down  Rom 13:12-14, Gal 5:24, Col 3:1-5 
b. Sacred cow  Prioritizing family (family vs. church, family vs. career; family often wins) 

c. Prioritizing spiritual growth not a zero-sum game (attention to one means not the other) 

d. You need spiritual growth for your family to function – 1 Cor 7:39, Eph 5:31-32, 6:4 

e. Spiritual maturity in Christ is the foundation, bulwark, and heart of your life. (Pro 25:28) 
f. Spiritual sincerity and truth are most important for your influence – 2 Cor 1:12, 1 Cor 5:8 

g. Spiritual strength will benefit you now and forever – 1 Tim 4:8 
h. There is no trade off – only understanding the priority (gas before paint, food before fun) 

 

5. Making Spirituality a Priority 
a. Not doing anything will result in your failure to grow.  

b. Learn how to use the tools and implement them in your life, your marriage, your family 



 

“Set your affection on things above,  

not on things on the earth.” – Colossians 3:2 

 
 

1. Houses 

a. Above: a heavenly tabernacle, a position in heaven 
2. Toys (cars, computers, cookery) 

a. Above: The gold, silver, precious stones and gems of truth 
3. Money 

a. Above: 1 Tim 6, the currency of heaven comes from charity now 
4. Vacations/travel 

a. Above: you have eternity to traverse the universe, you’re an ambassador of a better 

place 
5. Entertainment 

a. Above: Glory in the Lord. 
6. Food / restaurants 

a. Above: Taste the word of the Lord, settled forever in heaven.  

7. Clothes 
a. Above: Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.  

8. Jobs/Career 
a. Above: Do your duty to the Lord, serving the Lord not men.  

9. Legacy on the earth 

a. Above: Your rewards in heaven will build something eternal.  


