
A MID-ACTS MESSAGE 

IDENTIFYING WHEN OUR MINISTRY BEGAN 

 

 

“Whereunto I am appointed a preacher, and an apostle,  

and a teacher of the Gentiles.” 
 

~ 2 Timothy 1:11 

 
1. The Importance of “When” 

a. Soteriology vs Ecclesiology – the study of salvation vs. the study of the church/ministry.  
b. The church is not new. It has been established. What is our Biblical pattern/instruction? 

c. How do you read the Bible?  
i. 1) All the same, all to you; 2) Different instructions progressively revealed 
ii. Ministry instructions affect the message we preach, our identity, walk, and goals 

iii. Dispensationalists don’t ignore similarities, but acknowledge the differences 
iv. “They can’t agree on when the church began!” 

d. When in Acts determines which apostles and epistles provide our ministry instructions. 

 
2. Acts 2 and Acts 28 

a. People do not know what position they are taking – and are inconsistent. Beware. 
b. All dispensationalists see a difference in God’s operation in Israel/church (today) 

c. Acts 2 – The church fulfills some OT prophecies, but began in Acts 2 acc. to 1Co 12:13 
i. Apostles – Peter (12) and Paul taught the same gospel. 

ii. Epistles - Christ came in Matt-John to establish the church today. All NT to you. 

iii. Evidence – 1 Cor 12:13, Matt 16:18, Acts 2:47, 1 Cor 15:11, Eph 2:20, 3:5 
iv. What happened? Prophecy is fulfilled, but no knowledge of the church today.  

v. Acts 2 position diminishes the significance of the apostle Paul’s ministry.  
d. Acts 28 – Church revelation is entirely secret in Acts. Began after Acts 28.  

i. Apostles – Jesus/12 for Israel’s kingdom. Paul taught kingdom gospel for a time 

1. During Acts Paul ministered under God’s purpose for Israel.  
ii. Epistles – Only those epistles written after Acts 28.  

iii. Evidence – Gifts/miracles, New covenant, Israel’s tree (Rom 11), prophecies 
iv. What happened? Things ended, but no evidence of anything beginning. 

v. Paul stopped ministering to Israel. God’s signs to Israel stopped (miracles). 

vi. Acts 28 position discounts and divides Paul’s thirteen epistles.  
e. Mid-Acts – Mystery revelation of the church given to Paul in his salvation/commission 

i. Apostles – Church nature, mission, ministry defined by his apostleship.  
ii. Epistles – All thirteen of Paul’s epistles.  

iii. Evidence – Rom 16:25, 1 Cor 2:5-7, 4:1, Phil 1:5, Eph 1:11-13, 1Tim 1:3 
iv. Mid-Acts upholds Paul’s thirteen epistles as the exclusive place we find the 

message, ministry, identity and instructions for the church.  

 
3. Can we be more specific? Acts, 9, 13, 16, 18? 

a. Acts 9:15, Acts 26:16 - Paul commissioned in Acts 9, and came to further revelations 
b. Acts 13:2 = The Holy Ghost separates Saul 

c. Acts 16:9-10 = the Macedonian vision 

d. Acts 18:5-11 = an encouraging vision 
e. Acts 28:20-31= Salvation sent to the Gentiles 

f. When do we see it begin? 2 Tim 1:11, 1 Tim 1:16, 1 Cor 9:17, 1Th 2:4, Gal 1:8 
g. The instructions for the church were entrusted to the apostle Paul in Acts 9 – Rom 11:13 


