
HOW TO TALK TO YOUR FRIENDS 

… WITH BOLDNESS 

 

 

 

“Pray … for me… that I may open my mouth boldly, to make known the mystery 

of the gospel… that I therein I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.” 

 
~ Ephesians 6:20 

 

1. Boldness 

a. What makes someone bold? How to be bold? Is boldness not Christ-like, is it sinful? 
b. Boldness ~ with confidence, freedom from fear, to make known, bravery, courage 

i. The opposite  timid, fearful, silent, cowardly, faint, feeble 

ii. The bold fool  stupidity, ignorance, arrogant, rash, mad (Acts 26:11) 

iii. The bold wise know the truth, seek not their own, power of God, hope, love 

iv. Boldness is taking action when you know you should in the face of fear. 
c. Jesus was bold though they were seeking to kill him – John 7:25-26 

d. Paul says boldness is how we ought to speak – Eph 6:19-20 
e. God’s will (1 Tim 2:4) is done through the boldness of men – Acts 14:1-4 

 

2. Faith 
a. When we know the truth (faith), we are emboldened. 

b. Acts 4:13 – Peter and John were unlearned and ignorant, but spoke with boldness 
c. 2 Tim 1:7-8 – Fear removed by a sound mind, the power of the gospel – Rom 1:16, 5:8 

d. When our failures can be fixed by God’s grace, we are emboldened 
e. Acts 18:26 – Apollos spoke boldly because of what he knew… he could learn more 

f. 2 Cor 7:11 – Godly sorrow desires to clear the matter, seek forgiveness 

g. When we pray and trust God, we are emboldened 
h. Peter and Paul pray for boldness (and receive it differently) – Acts 4:29-31; Ehp 6:19-20 

i. Phil 4:6-7 – We must pray, think on things, do, and learn – 1 Tim 3:13 
j. When the judgment is of God’s work not ours, we are emboldened 

k. Eph 3:12 – Our boldness with confidence is by the FAITH… and that of Christ.  

l. Rom 8:15 – The spirit of fear produced under the law (our performance Prov 28:1) 
3. Hope 

a. When given a sure hope of greater things, we are emboldened.  
b. Acts 20:23-24 – Paul had a hope greater than all his sufferings 

c. Rom 8:18 – Paul knows the sufferings are incomparable to the glory 

4. Love 
a. When we love the truth, love Christ, and love others, we are emboldened 

b. 1 John 4:17-18 – Perfect love casts out fear – their love for the law is different than ours 
c. 2 Cor 5:14-15 – The love of Christ constrains us – 1 Thess 2:2-6 

d. The greatest of these things is charity – 1 Cor 13:13, it keeps you talking.  
e. When we don’t seek our own, pleasing God not men, we are emboldened 

f. Gal 1:10, 2 Tim 2:15, Phi 2:21 – Our work is to the pleasure of God, not us or others. 

g. People think being bold is not loving, gracious, or kind, but the opposite is true.  
h. The cowardly silence of men fails to perform God’s will or glorify God.  

i. You can speak through letters (Rom 15:15), one on one, in crowds, in private 
j. We need to pray to open our mouths to speak boldly the truth of God in love. Eph 4:15 
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