
HOW TO TALK TO YOUR FRIENDS 

… ABOUT BIBLE VERSIONS 

 

 

“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing,  

because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us,  

ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God,  

which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” 

 
~ 1 Thessalonians 2:13 

 

1. The Real Issue Behind the Curtain 
a. These are issues friends have – we must make it easier to hear w/o changing doctrine. 

b. The goal is not to tear down, but to build up (“edify”). Not to condemn, but to help.  
c. 1) Ask, and listen. Know the truth, and know who you are talking to.  
d. 2) Preach the excellence of Christ. Every failure to rightly divide diminishes Christ and his 

finished work by the cross. 
e. 3) Grace gives God greater glory. Your works, your strength, your miracle limits grace. 
f. 4) What about Bible versions … when you’re ridiculed, they differ, they stop conversation  
g. “That’s not what my Bible says”, “it’s too hard”, “it’s just a preference”, “does it matter?” 
h. What is the real issue behind Bible versions? Final authority, believing the Bible, words. 
i. We must receive the very words in a book as God’s for our help – 1 Thess 2:13 

 
2. The Ridiculousness of the KJV 

a. The majority of what people know about the Bible, they heard from someone else. 

b. It is old, it has “thees and thous”, it’s origin and reputation is that of Bible zealots 
c. Do not answer a fool like he does, but answer a fool to show his folly – Pro 26:4-5 

d. “It has many mistakes” – Can they show you one? Not without Google or the Greek 

e. “It’s too hard” – It’s supposed to be hard, so that we can grow and learn 
f. “It’s too old” – Novelty is not good in an eternal God, his unchanging words, or wives 

g. “Are you King James only?” – I’m pure water only, one wife only, why not one pure Bible 
h. They are not opposing you, respond with meekness instructing … – 2 Tim 2:25 

 

3. Bible Versions Differ 
a. It is easy to ignore the differences when they are unknown and the words don’t matter 

b. 19 passages removed or footnoted in the NT; thousands of missing words, alterations. 
c. “It’s just a preference” - Why are God’s words your preference? – Rom 3:4 

d. “All Bibles/churches/religions are the same”  - Means they are not looking close enough 
e. “Any Bible will do” – Means none of them will do what is needed – 2Tim 3:16-17 

f. Words like “dispensation”, “study”, “rightly dividing”, “mystery” are removed/altered 

g. Don’t let it stop conversation: know the doctrine, show them the differences, study 
 

4. Promote Bible Belief and Understanding 
a. Why does it matter? Because words, doctrines, history, language matters.   

b. Unsuspecting Christians have been cultured to disbelieve the Bible, esp. Bible translations 

c. You can understand and believe every word of the Bible in your hands –2Ti 3:15,Ep 6:17 
d. You need every word of God – Matt 4:4 

e. The real issue behind Bible versions: Final authority, believing the Bible, words. 
f. In your conversations hold the Holy Bible as sacred … with knowledge of the real issue. 

g. Take the position of encouraging faith in God and his inspired words in the Bible.  


