
A CHARLIE BROWN CHRISTMAS LESSON 

A RIGHTLY DIVIDED SURVEY OF LUKE 2 

 

 

“…the shepherds said one to another,  

Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass,  

which the Lord hath made known unto us.” 

 
~ Luke 2:15 

 
1. The Christmas Issue 

a. There is so much confusion regarding Christmas: religious, pagan, historical, worldly.  

b. The origins, Catholicism, and commercialism would be enough to disregard the day. 

c. But what is the real issue? What’s wrong with Christian opportunism to honor Christ? 
d. Consider the fervor to defend the Bible from Russell Crowe, Christian Bale, Nic Cage 

i. Where’s this zeal for constant Bible misrepresentation during Christmas? 
e. The great offense is to the integrity of the Bible and the preaching of the cross. 

f. Charlie Brown is an average guy wanting to know what Christmas is all about.  

g. Linus (the evangelical Christian) claims the Christmas story is Luke 2, but first context 
 

2. Looking for Christmas in the Bible 
a. Lk 1:5-8 -The time of Abia’s course is the key to dating the birth of Jesus 

b. Lk 1:14-17 - Zacharias is promised a son that will fulfill Malachi 3 and 4 
c. Lk 1:28-34 – The hail Mary is found here 

d. Lk 1:48-55 - Mary knows her Bible 

i. “mercy on them that fear him” – Psa 103:17-18 
ii. “his strength with his arm” -  Ps 89:2-4, 10-13, 89:20-21, 89:28-36 

iii. “filled the hungry with good things” – they were looking for the Saviour 
iv. “remembrance of his mercy” – Ps 98:3, 136:20 

v. “as he spake to our fathers” – Ps 105:8-12 

e. Lk 1:67-75 – Zacharias prophecy is about salvation of Israel from enemies in their life 
i. They did not know or understand the mystery of the gospel – Lk 18:34 

f. Lk 1:76-80 – Zacharias knows about the dayspring and shadow of death Mal 4:2, Isa 9 
 

3. Luke 2 
a. Lk 2:1-2 is important for the historicity and dating of the book 

b. Lk 2:4 – All David’s family went to Bethlehem 

c. Lk 2:6 – “while they were there” – probably not the first night 
d. Lk 2:7 – “no room for them” – foreshadows Lk 9:58 and John 1:11 
e. Lk 2:10-11 – “shall be to all people” – the blessing of all nations thru Israel - Ps 98:2-3 
f. Lk 2:14 – “on earth peace” – he is the Prince of peace (Isa 9:6), but Lk 12:51, Mt 2:16  
g. Lk 2:15 – “which has come to pass” – in a world that doesn’t know epistle vs apostle 
h. Lk 2:17-20 – The silence of that night was interrupted (not by wise men or kings) 
i. Lk 2:21-24 – Mary, Jospeh, and Jesus kept the law of sacrifices and circumcision 

 
4. The Unfinished Story 

a. What Christians claim is the Christmas story is unfinished, like Gibson’s Passion. 
b. The birth of Jesus was not a party, it is recorded as the fulfillment of Jewish prophecy 

c. The birth of Jesus Christ and the incarnation is not the gospel (unless your Catholic) 

d. Charlie Brown, the victory is not in the cradle, but the cross.  


