
EVANGELIZE OR Compromise 
THE DIVISION OVER SEPARATION 
 

 
“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort 

with all longsuffering and doctrine… do the work of an evangelist…” 

 
~ 2 Timothy 4:3-5 

 
1. A Fundamentalist Separation 

a. This series is divisive because it sets church boundaries that require separation. 
b. Church functions and boundaries separated evangelicals from fundamentalists 
c. A line of separation was the doctrine of separation from the world, sin, false teachers 
d. It is not whether these things are right, but does the church accommodate them. 

i. Accommodate ~def. to make suitable, make room for, help, to convenience 
e. This speaks less to what is believed, as to how they minister to different beliefs. 
f. Does the ministry separate from wrong means to a right end, or do they go along? 
g. Do they separate from the wrong, or do they join with it hoping to fix it? 
h. Does the church minister the truth w/integrity & honesty or w/guile & compromise? 
 

2. Evangelism or Compromise 
a. Both fundies and gellies sought greater church unity and growth – Eph 4:3,1Cor 1:10 
b. Two ways to have unity: 1) compromise; 2) evangelize; otherwise…leave -Acts 17:33 
c. Compromise is when the pillar bends to accommodate error - go along to get along 
d. Evangelism is when the pillar stands on the truth and is known to others. 
e. Does the church separate and evangelize, or accommodate and compromise. 
 

3. Our Relationship to the  World 
a. The world by wisdom knew not God – 1 Cor 1:21 
b. The Bible says the wisdom of the world is foolishness with God – 1 Cor 1:26-29, 3:19 
c. The present world is evil – Gal 1:4, and its pleasures deceptive – 2 Tim 4:10, 3:4 
d. Our wisdom is that of the Spirit in Christ, not the world – 1 Cor 2:13, 3:19; Col 2:3 
e. “In the world not of it”  means we live a separated life John 17:15 and 1 Co 5:10 
f. Credibility to speak the truth comes by separation from it, not more involvement in it 
 

4. Our Relationship to Sin 
a. We are dead to it (Rom 6:2), and should not sin – 1Cor 15:34, Eph 2:10 
b. We should rather reprove sin and not partake in it – Eph 5:7-13, 2 Cor 6:14-17 
c. “If you love me, you will not offend me, make me feel bad, force your beliefs on me” 
d. Being offended doesn’t make you right and God wrong.  
e. ‘Didn’t Jesus eat with sinners?’ – Yes, but he didn’t follow them – Mark 2:15, Lk 15:1 
f. He called them out for their sins – Luke 5:32; and so did Paul – 1 Cor 3-6; 2 Ti 4:3-5 
g. Evangelly method is “non-judgmental appeasement” of others – H. Ockenga 

 
5. Our Relationship to False Doctrine 

a. We mark and avoid, standing upon right doctrine – Rom 16:17, Gal 1:9-10 
b. We do not separate from them to be mean or to hide, but so evangelism can happen 
c. In the pursuit of more nickels, numbers, notoriety, evangellies compromise the gospel 
d. Unity must be around the truth, otherwise our ministry and evangelism becomes vain 
e. “Cursed be that love and unity …” - Luther saw folly in elevating unity above truth 
f. Our integrity is destroyed by compromise, consent, and accommodating worldliness 



 
"Just as in the days of the Apostles, so at this day we are forced to hear from certain denominations 
that we (by our obstinacy to adhere to the truth) do offend against love and unity in the churches, 
because we reject their doctrine.  It would be better (they say) that we should let it pass, especially 
since the doctrine in dispute is what they call 'non-essential'. And, therefore, (they say) to stir up so 
great a discord and contention in the church over 'one or two' doctrines (and those not the most 
important ones) is 'unfruitful' and 'unnecessary'. To this I reply: Cursed be that love and unity which 
cannot be preserved except at the peril of the word of God. " – Martin Luther 

 
 


