
CHURCH BOUNDARIES 
THE IMPORTANCE OF BEING A PART OF A CHURCH 

 
 
 

“For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry,  
for the edifying of the body of Christ:” 

 
~ Ephesians 4:12 

 
1. What are we doing here? 

a. There is a need to be a part of a church that stands upon sound doctrine. 
b. The doctrine of church is so distorted, that its boundaries/functions are blurred.  
c. What does it look like to participate? What is a church? What is sound doctrine? 
d. Paul commends certain people because lines had been crossed - Rom 16:16-17 
e. We need to know the boundaries, doctrine, pillars of a properly functioning church 
f. What are we doing here? What are you doing here at Grace Ambassadors? 
 

2. You must be a part 
a. The most important thing you can do in your life is participate in church ministry 
b. Participation means you’re a part; not spiritual spectator pew sitting ghost. 
c. Every part is needed: the feeble parts and the strong parts – 1Co 12:20-25 
d. “I’m not good enough” – The church includes only one sinless person: Christ.  
e. “I’m not Bible smart” – Which is what being a part is about: your growth.  
f. “I don’t know what to do” – This is the best reason to be a part, to learn God’s will.  

 
3. It must be a church 

a. Not a circus or a Bible study, but a church (which is people purposefully working) 
b. The carnival of contemporary Christianity should obviously be avoided, what is left? 
c. Bible study is only one function of a church, without the others it grows nowhere. 
d. Bible study does not require separation, purity, commitment, responsibility, consistency – 

for this you need to be part of a properly functioning church! 
e. You need a church … to learn and grow up in the truth of God’s will (Eph 4:15-16) 

i. … to practice Bible study/interpretation/finding answers (1 Tim 3:15) 
ii. … to receive Biblical counsel, reproof, correction, instruction (2 Tim 3:16) 
iii. … to see a pattern of how Christ wants us to live (2 Tim 3:10) 
iv. … for prayer, service, love comfort, help others in life.  
v. … to solve sin problems (poverty, greed, war, fornication, etc.) 

 
4. It must be sound doctrinally 

a. A church that rightly divides and sees the mystery can be unsound – 1 Cor 1:10 
b. Sound doctrine includes the functions of church, separation, means of ministry 
c. Learn a lesson from the past: evangelicals vs. fundamentalists (Ockenga) 
d. Evangelicals changed the doctrine of church by stepping toward intellectualism, dialogue, 

involvement with the world, non-judgmentalism, non-offensive, non-separationist, 
relational, appeasement; and away from Dispensationalism, doctrinal study, Bible 
dependence, the separated life, and the foolishness of preaching.  

e. Evangelicals watered down doctrine, changed what a church did, and who is a part 
f. We are not trying to push the limits of church; we should be pursuing purity in the 

church. This requires you to be a part of a church, grow, and hold it accountable. 
 


