
WHEN THE LORD APPEARS IN GLORY 
THE REASON WE SING 

 
 
 
 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 
 

~ Colossians 3:16 
 
 

 
1. We sing because of resurrection 

a. “if ye be risen with Christ” – Christ is risen from the dead, and is a source of joy. 
b. Paul says to “Rejoice evermore” (1Th 5:16), “Rejoice in the Lord alway” (Phil 4:4) 
c. We rejoice because resurrection is real, and without it our songs are empty.  
d. For some, 1 Cor 15:19 isn’t true. They don’t sing about things above.  
e. Religions don’t sing; Christians sing b/c he lives; we have something to sing about 
f. There is singing in heaven – Jesus sang (Matt 26:30) – Paul says to sing - Col 3:16 
 

2. We sing because his return will be glorious 
a. “when the Lord appears” – He will return - Col 3:4 
b. Eve waited 4000 years, Abraham 2000, David 1000, and he came to his own.  
c. The apostles stared - Acts 1:11; but he came back to one man, Paul – Acts 9:3 
d. The apostles looked for his return, and so do we – Titus 2:13.  
e. Hebrews looked for a city – Heb 13:14; we look to raise in the air -1Th 4:16 
f. In prophecy Jesus comes again to judge and make war – Rev 19:11, Isa 9:6-7 
g. In mystery Christ receives the church to glory – 2 Tim 4:8, Rom 8:18 

i. We will see Jesus, and it won’t be as they saw him, it will be in glory. 
h. In the fullness of times it will be a bright and beautiful morning – Eph 1:10 
 

3. We sing for the resurrected life now 
a. We have this treasure in earthen vessels – 2 Cor 4:7-8 
b. Our affection should be to live the resurrected life now - Col 3:2-3 
c. Earthly things are laws, rules, and religion; resurrected life is Rom 6:11, 14:17 
d. God wants us to understand so that we can be patient with joyfulness – Col 1:11 
e. “when life brings sorrow” – What we know/sing can change our outlook – 1Th 4:18 

 
4. We sing for grace and peace in the church 

a. “let us labor for the Master” – We have work to do in something God calls church 
b. We are told to be charitable, let peace rule, and be thankful - Col 3:14 
c. We can let these words of Christ dwell in us through singing - Col 3:16 
d. “grace in your hearts” – It requires sound doctrine in us – Col 3:16, 4:4 

i. When we sing with right doctrine it ceases to be a fleshly activity. 
e. “whatsoever ye do… do all in the name of the Lord” – Col 3:17, 1Cor 10:31 

i. This is not a justification for doing anything our flesh wants, it is an explanation 
of why God created these things for us to enjoy.  

 


