
BY CALVARY 
HOW AND WHEN GOD OFFERED SALVATION TO THE WORLD 

 
 
 

“And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary,  
there they crucified him” 

 
~ Luke 23:33 

 
 
1. The Importance of Calvary 

a. Crucifixion happens today in 2014. At Calvary it was the person not the instrument. 
b. William Newell & Daniel Towner wrote the song in a day in 1895 at Moody 

i. It was a song of personal testimony by Newell, who had a troubled life. 
ii. “vanity” – our temporal life, not God’s eternal life; “pride” – us not Christ 
iii. “caring not my Lord was crucified” – not knowing its importance –Phil 2:21 

c. The Christian gospel is vain without the cross – 1 Cor 15:1-4, 14, 17; Rom 5:8 
d. It is the power of God, love of God, and grace of God unto salvation – 1 Cor 1:18 
e. (Calvary is a translation issue, Luke 23:33 is the only place it is found in the KJB 
f. Matt 27:33, Mark 15:22, John 19:17 give us a linguistic history/dictionary) 
 

2. At the Cross, Nobody Knew 
a. At the cross nobody knew why – Luke 23:34, 23:44-47; 1 Cor 2:7-8 
b. Peter tried to prevent it multiple times – Matt 16:21-22; John 18:10-11 
c. The gospel they preached was one of a fulfilled promise of the kingdom – Lk 9:1-6 
d. Jesus later explained that he died to fulfill prophecy - Luke 24:25-26; 24:44-47 
e. Salvation not offered to all at the cross: but forgiveness in his name – Lk 5:20-24 
 

3. By the Cross 
a. At the cross salvation was not offered to us, only the work was finished. 
b. Mercy, grace, and liberty are a result of the preaching of the cross – Gal 6:14 
c. The Lord told Paul to preach gospel of God’s grace by the cross –Gal 1:11, 5:11 
d. By Calvary’s cross we receive salvation - Eph 2:16, Col 2:14, Rom 5:1, 2 Cor 5:19 
e. God puts things in place before they begin – revelation of the thing is important 
f. There was not liberty there, but evidence of guilt - Acts 2:23, 36; 5:27-28 
g. Notice the difference between this and Paul’s gospel of the cross – Acts 13:26-39 
 

4. By God’s Word We Learn… 
a. Mid-Acts dispensationalists acknowledge the revelation of the mystery to Paul 

i. The work was done at Calvary, but now salvation is offered by Calvary. 
b. We can learn profitable things that lead to salvation from all of scripture – 2Ti 3:15 
c. The law is good and useful for sinners – Rom 7:12, 16; 1 Tim 1:8; Rom 3:20 

i. “by the law” – not “at the time the law was given” – Exo 19:8 
d. Have you loved God? your neighbor? Adultery, false witness, coveting? Rom 1:28 
e. The law was our schoolmaster to bring us unto Christ – Gal 3:24 
f. People turn to Calvary when they understand what happened there (grace), and why 

they need it (their sin). 
g. Only when a soul is burdened by guilt and sin will they find liberty by Calvary. 

 


