
HOW TO MAKE TENTS 
PREPARING FOR A LIFE OF SERVICE 

 
 
 

“And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business,  
and to work with your own hands, as we commanded you;” 

 

~ 1 Thessalonians 4:11 
 
1. The Doctrine of Work 

a. Last week we learned the great importance of our career as ambassadors for Christ 
b. God describes our responsibilities – life does not start as a blank slate.  
c. Every Christian has obligations: ministry, prayer, good works, and … business 
d. This is a lesson on the doctrine of work - a career topic not just for the young. 
e. It is important to understand what our pattern is for work, what does Paul teach? 
f. Paul, the apostle of the Gentiles, servant of the Lord, on the job…”need a tent?” 
  

2. Lies About Work 
a. Work is dispensational – the disciples left jobs/houses - Matt 4:20, 19:21-29 
b. Serving the Lord does not mean quit your job, seminary, 24/7 prayer/study/evang. 
c. Having a money-making job does not mean you lack faith in God – Matt 6:11,6:25-33 
d. Consider the raven – Luke 12:24; … what happened to consider the ant? Prov 6:6-11 
e. Work is like the marriage in 1Cor 7:32-33, if you do it then you don’t care for the Lord 
f. Having a 9-5 job does not mean you are less capable of doing ministry work.  
g. Financial success and/or large gifts are not an excuse to do personal service to God.  
h. Money given to ministries is less important than men learning to do ministry 
i. Working at your own business is not contrary to ministry to God, it is Paul’s pattern. 
 

3. A Command to Work 
a. Paul was a servant to God first. He never said, “Christ sent me to make tents” 
b. We have a holy calling, and we live in earthen vessels on a broken planet (toil) 
c. The Lord commands you to work through Paul - 1 Thess 4:1-3, 4:11-12 
d. Quietness is contentment, if you don’t work you don’t eat – 2 Thess 3:8-12 
e. Worse than an infidel if you don’t work – 1 Tim 5:8 
 

4. Reasons to Work 
a. We work as commanded but for different reasons than others. 
b. Walk honestly toward them that are without – 1 Thes 4:12, Col 4:5, 1 Tim3:7 
c. So that no evil thing is said about you – Titus 2:7-11; 1 Cor 9:11-12, 15-19 

i. Christians should not be beggars and money-grubbers, greedy, ambitious. 
d. So that we have to give to those that need – Rom 12:13; Eph 4:28; Acts 20:32-35 
e. To do your own ministry work – 1 Thess 2:9, “every man’s work” - 1 Cor 3:13 
 

5. Warning 
a. There are things money cannot buy - 1 Tim 6:5-8 
b. The snare is that it takes time, it can be endless, it blinds you to what is important 
c. You can err from the faith by the love of money – 1 Tim 6:10 
d. Charge them not to work? No. Not to be rich? No. To quit their jobs? No. 
e. The charge is not to trust in uncertain riches but in God – 1 Tim 6:17-19 
f. Remember, we are ambassadors for the Lord.  


