
OPENING THE BOOK TO STUDY 
BIBLE STUDY TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES 

 
 
 

“And Hilkiah the high priest said unto Shaphan the scribe, 
 I have found the book of the law in the house of the LORD.  

And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it.” 

 

~ 2 Kings 22:8 
 

1. On the Table 
a. KJ Bible, Concordance, Dictionary… add to this a notepad/paper.  
b. You cannot study the Bible without taking notes, outlines, and drawing- 2 Tim 4:13 
c. The table is set, and now it is time to start studying. Start with prayer.  
d. At this point, most people just read without a plan. There are ways to study. 
e. Different studies: book, topical, chronological, dispensational, spiritual application 

 
2. Book Study – Dan 9:2, Josh 8:34-35, 2 Kings 22:8-10 

a. Choose a books (start small if it is daunting) – Romans, or Colossians.  
b. Read and reread and reread the book – you must be familiar with it.  
c. Divide the book into topical sections (make an outline) 
d. Make your own introduction (do not consult outside sources at first) 
e. Verse by Verse study is simply continuing the book study at chapter/verse level 

i. For each section make another outline (do not let chap/verse restrict you) 
ii. What does the verse say? Define words, read context, find cross-references, 

rightly divide. (Sometimes … “What does it not say?”) 
iii. What can we learn from the verse? You will get more and more answers. 

1. What are the facts, what wisdom can I gain, what is the doctrine? 
iv. How do these verses fit into the theme of the book? Of the Bible? 

 
3. Topical Studies – Rom 4:1, Eph 6:1, 1 Cor 9 

a. Beware of making this the only way you study. You will get distorted. 
b. Choose a topic; find every passage about the topic; think/analyze/rightly divide 
c. Find every passage: use a concordance, synonyms, references 
d. Types: words (definitions), biographical, systematic theology, questions 
 

4. Dispensational Study – Eph 2:11-20, Rom 9-11 
a. Study of God’s intervention, purpose, instructions, and will through the ages 
b. Compare and contrast God’s actions and instructions through scripture.  

i. How does God say, do, and request of us? Does it change? 
c. Do a topical study; separate verses based on when it was revealed and to whom. 
 

5. Study for Spiritual Application – 2 Tim 3:16, Psa 19:7, 119:9-11 
a. This should not be avoided, though it is abused for lack of dispensational study 
b. What does this verse say about what is right? What is the virtue? What does it instruct 

regarding holy living? What wisdom/advice can I gain from it? 
c. Useful for obtaining God’s wisdom toward how we act, speak, and live.  
d. This study is profitable every day when combined with sound doctrine. 
e. Good for teaching yourself/family/children godliness.  



Book Study Introduction Questions 
 

1. Why are you studying this book? 
2. Who is writing? 
3. What genre is it? (law, history, epistle, narrative, prophecy) 
4. When did they write (maybe not a year)? All at once, in pieces? 
5. Where did they write it? 
6. Do we know any events that happened around when it was written? 
7. What is the dispensational context? (promise, law, kingdom, prophecy, mystery) 
8. To whom are they writing? 
9. Why was it written? What is the purpose? 
10. What is the general theme of the book? 
11. What are the popular passages? Difficult passages? Controversial passages? 

 
What You Can Learn Questions 
 

1. Historically: what happened? 
2. Scientifically: what does it tell me about God/reality/man/(fill in the blank) 
3. Morally: what does it say about what is right/wrong? 
4. Spiritually: what spiritual wisdom/advice can I gain? 
5. Practically: how would this change my life? Change others lives? 
6. Dispensationally: what does it say about what God is doing? Is he doing it now? 
7. Doctrinal application: am I in the audience? Is he speaking to the church?  
8. Obedience: What does God want me (or the audience) to do? 
9. Christ: what does it say about the Lord Jesus Christ? 

 
Topical Studies 
 
1. God’s character/attributes (omniscience, omnipotence, wisdom, love, justice, holiness) 
2. Angels, the Devil, cherubs, holy Spirit 
3. Miracles, signs, healing 
4. Salvation, justification, sanctification, repentance, faith, worship 
5. Prayer, church, godliness, wisdom 
6. The apostle Paul, Peter, David, Moses, Noah 
7. What does the Bible say about money/success? 
8. What does the word grace mean? 
9. …  


