
COMMENTS ON COMMENTARIES 
BIBLE STUDY TOOLS AND TECHNIQUES 

 
 

“For this cause also thank we God without ceasing,  
because, when ye received the word of God which ye heard of us,  

ye received it not as the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God,  
which effectually worketh also in you that believe.” 

 

~ 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
 
 

1. Studying God’s Words not Man’s 
a. The Bible is not the word of men, but the word of God - 1 Thess 2:13 
b. There is only one word of God – not many – (spiritual books, commentaries) 
c. People know the Bible should direct their life, but if they were honest, it doesn’t. 
d. Your duty: read and reread the words, connect/compare, interpret, apply 
e. Church’s duty: help you in your job, not to do your job for you – 2 Tim 2:2,15 
f. Interpretation is understanding – this is the goal, so it’s where people cheat. 
g. How? study bibles, commentaries, spiritual books, listen to sermons 

 
2. Where Interpretation Comes From 

a. Interpretation is not your opinion about the verse, it is God’s. 
b. Have you heard this before? - “Everyone has their own interpretation.” 

i. This is a statement about authority, and not about interpretation. 
ii. This is not true: 1) no one studies; 2) if we do we have the same teacher 
iii. Then why are their so many denominations? A: a failure to rightly divide 

c. 1 Cor 2 explains how to understand – comparing spiritual things with spiritual 
d. Spiritual def. - Things we don’t see, pertaining to God (ex. Eph 1:3, 1 Cor 9:11) 
e. It doesn’t come originally from Study Bibles, commentaries, spiritual books 
 

3. Study Bibles 
a. I don’t recommend b/c you should interpret the text not someone else’s notes 
b. Publishing businesses come out with a “study” Bible for every fad or celebrity ($$$) 
c. Scofield’s Study Bible made dispensational interpretation popular, but how? 
d. Controversial for putting notes alongside Bible text (people only read the notes) 
e. All have doctrinal bias: Scofield (Acts 2), Thompson (Preterist), Dake (Pentecostal) 
f. Get a plain KJV Bible, no notes, no references, no red letters, just God’s word. 

 
4. Commentaries 

a. People buy commentaries so they can look up the “right” answer (no, no, no…) 
b. Commentaries are other men’s interpretations. They do not replace Bible study. 
c. Dangers:  Doctrinal bias, historical, and many will tell you the text is wrong. 

i. Interpretation is understanding, not original language study/retranslation. 
ii. Commentaries: pastoral vs. exegetical vs. critical (high and low) 

d. Profit:  Don’t read commentaries until you have studied it out completely yourself. 
i. Consult commentaries for their perspective, always with a mental filter. 
ii. Commentaries can reveal controversies, histories, and illustrations.  

e. Bible software – often made for textual critical study and can be expensive 
i. Can be very useful if you control the resources – KJV, concord, dict. 

f. Dictionaries - They are the popular usage of the time not Bible usage. 


