
CONNECTING WITH CONCORDANCES 
MAKING BIBLE STUDY PROFITABLE 

 
 
 

“Man shall not live by bread alone,  
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.” 

 

~ Matthew 4:4 
 

 
1. Studying the Words 

a. The Bible is a closed book for many either from laziness or lack of know how 
b. Without studying this book, you are blind and deaf – 1 Cor 2:13, Rom 10:17 
c. Studying the Bible is a study of the very words of God spoken to us – 1 Thess 2:13 
d. Bible study is word study – it produces literacy, vocabulary, dictionaries, etc. 
e. There are few tools that are more helpful than an exhaustive concordance 
 

2. What is a Concordance? 
a. Concordance – an alphabetical index of every Bible word listing its reference. 
b. First English concordances were in the 16th c. Strong’s was in 1890. 
c. Exhaustive means it has every word, name, place – not every concordance is.  
d. Concordances are translation specific – all were KJV until recently. “begotten”  
e. Every word matters, despite what Bible marketers and postmoderns say – Matt 4:4 
f. Bible software can replace concordances by searching real-time for a word 
 

3. Using a Concordance 
a. Tip: search for an uncommon word in the verse, not the common words.  
b. To find a reference: “isn’t that in the Bible somewhere?” – a. of confusion 
c. To find the meaning of a word, by letting the Bible define it. 2Sa 15:27 -“seer” 

i. “wormwood” – Rev 8:11, what is it? Prov 5:4, Jer 9:15 
ii. Some words have many def. – “tongue”  Gen 10:5, Exo 4:10, Mk 7:33-35 

d. To create a topical study – “cross” – 1 Cor 1:17-18, Gal 6:14, Col 2:14 
e. To study larger themes: collect and search for related words – Col 1:20 - “blood” 

i. Topical studies form doctrines, and are how you find answers 
f. To study Greek? Not exactly. You will not exhaust your study in English. 

i. Careless Greek studies lead to bad teaching – agape – John 21:15-17 
g. With software, these uses can be amplified – searching for phrases, multiple words 

i. “since the world began” – Rom 16:25, Acts 3:21, Luke 1:70 
 

4. Making Connections 
a. Concord. collect dots, making connections creates understanding breakthroughs 
b. The Bible is unique among books, many writers-single author, it is unified 
c. There are threads throughout the Bible that give understanding: find them.  
d. “Adam”  - Was he real? – Mentioned 32x and salvation requires him– Rom 5:12 
e. “Abel” – We find him in Matt 23:35 and Heb 11:4 and learn he was a prophet 
f. “serpent” – Gen 3:14-15,  Mat 23:33, Luke 10:19, Mark 16:17-18, Rev 9:19 
g. Making connections in the Bible allows us to see the big picture.  
h. Concordances are an invaluable tool to give us many dots to connect. 

 
 


