
PAUL’S ONE BAPTISM 
A SERIES ON BAPTISM 

 
 
 

“Buried with him in baptism, wherein also ye are risen with him through the faith 
of the operation of God, who hath raised him from the dead.” 

 

~ Colossians 2:12 
 

 
1. Review 

a. Baptism ~def. a complete identification with some thing or person 
b. 3 parts to every baptism: Who is the baptizer? With/into what? For what purpose? 
c. There are many baptisms in the Bible, and in half of them nobody gets wet.  
d. John’s baptism was Jewish, the Lord was baptized twice, Pentecost was prophetic 
e. Paul says there is one baptism for the church by the Spirit into Christ? Eph 4:5 
 

2. Paul’s One Baptism 
a. The one baptism of Paul is contrary to the many water baptisms in Israel.  
b. If Eph 4:5 were water it would be the only earthly element in the whole list.  
c. The one baptism of Paul is not of the law – Rom 6:14, Gal 5:2-5 
d. The one baptism of Paul is done by the Spirit – 1 Cor 12:13 
e. The one baptism of Paul is with the risen Lord, not the Jewish Messiah– 2 Cor 5:16 
f. The one baptism of Paul is new – 2 Cor 5:17 
 

3. Paul’s Water Baptisms 
a. Wasn’t Paul water baptized?  Yes, before he knew the mystery, by a devout Jew 
b. Didn’t Paul water baptize?  Yes, some, mostly Jews or proselytes, in name only 

i. Paul: “ye could not be justified by the law of Moses” – Acts 13:38-39 
ii. He kept laws in Acts to minister to Israel – Acts 16:3, 20:16, 1 Cor 9:20 

c. The Lord sent Paul not to water baptize, and he stopped – 1Cor 1:17 cf. Mat 28:19 
d. His whole ministry a defense of “one baptism” against rudiments – Col 2:8, 2:20 

 
4. Our Baptism (Identification) with Christ 

a. Identified as the church, Christ’s body - Eph 1:22, Eph 2:15, Eph 3:6 
b. Identified with Christ, putting on Christ – Gal 3:24-28 

i. Christ is our righteousness, sanctification, etc. – 1 Cor 1:30 
ii. We are fellow-heirs with Christ – Rom 8:17, Eph 1:3 

c. Identified with his death/resurrection – Rom 6:3-5, Gal 2:20 
i. Our baptism, burial, resurrection is in Christ not water – Col 2:3, 2:10-14 
ii. The dead are buried, not the living – why are they buried again in water? 

 
5. The Importance of the One Baptism 

a. The one baptism is what puts us in union with Christ, and communion –1Cor 10:17 
i. All believers are partakers of this one baptism into Christ – 1 Cor 12:26 

b. This one baptism makes the mystery of Christ a fellowship – 1 Cor 1:9, Eph 3:6,9 
c. This one baptism is what motivates us to service – Eph 4:1-6, 4:21-24 
d. This one baptism equips us to minister in Christ – Eph 6:10-11, Phil 3:3-11, 4:13 
e. This one baptism into Christ is what changes our identity to ambassadors. 

 


