
Why WAS THE LORD BAPTIZED? 
A SERIES ON BAPTISM 

 
 

 
“Suffer it to be so now:  

for thus it becometh us to fulfil all righteousness.” 
  

~ Matthew 3:15 
 
1. What is Baptism? 

a. Baptism ~def. an identification/association with something (also called christening) 
b. Baptizer: John; Element: Water; Purpose: repentance for remission of sins 
c. Water baptism was not a new thing – see the baptismal pool of John 5:2-4 
d. John water baptized Jews unto repentance to prepare for the kingdom – Lk 3:3-7 
 

2. The Lord’s Water Baptism 
a. The most detailed account is in Matthew 3:13-17 
b. John forbad his baptism, because he had no sin to remit (baptism for remission) 
c. Jesus response was not ignorant, he knew he was the Messiah, the Son of God 
d. Jesus was baptized alongside sinful Israel “to fulfil all righteousness” 
e. Baptism identifies – he was not identified as a sinner, but with righteousness 
 

3. To Fulfill the Law and Prophets 
a. Jesus did not come to destroy the law. He kept the law perfectly – Matt 5:17 
b. He was not instituting a new ordinance here, but fulfilling an old one – Exo 29:4-7 
c. Prophecies spoke of the Messiah – Mark 1:2-3 (Mal 4:1 and Isa 40:3) 
d. God prophesied to John that his baptism would identify the Messiah – Joh 1:33 
e. The Lord’s water baptism fulfilled these prophecies and the righteousness of God 
f. Jesus was identified as the fulfiller of righteousness through John’s water baptism 
 

4. To Be Numbered With Transgressors 
a. John’s message: repent the kingdom is at hand – Matt 3:2, 4:17, Mark 1:14 
b. Submitting to John’s baptism justified God’s message – Luke 7:29 
c. Jesus identified with John’s message as from God – Mt 21:23-27, Mat 3:11-13 
d. Jesus identified himself with sinful but believing Israel looking for a kingdom come. 
e. In two baptisms Jesus took the place of sinful men–Isa 53:4,12; Lk 12:50,Heb 9:15 
 

5. To Make Himself Known 
a. God testified many times from heaven about Jesus – John 12:28-30, Matt 17:5 
b. Jesus knew who he was and that baptism would begin his ministry – Luke 2:49 
c. After his baptism heaven was opened and they heard a voice - Matt 3:16-17 
d. John identified Jesus as the Son of God directly - John 1:32-34 
 

6. Can We Follow Jesus in Baptism? 
a. Nobody at that time could, what makes you think we can? 
b. Jesus was baptized to fulfill all righteousness, you are unrighteous, you need grace 
c. He was not baptized to start a new thing, as a pattern, for remission, but to fulfill all 

righteousness as Israel’s Messiah.  
d. Once fulfilled, what is there left to do? – Rom 5:19, 2 Cor 5:21, Col 2:16-17 

 


