
FACEBOOK THEOLOGY 
THE PROBLEM WITH A FOLKLORE FAITH 

 
 

“And they shall turn away their ears from the truth,  
and shall be turned unto fables.” 

~ 2 Timothy 4:4 
 

1. What is Folklore Faith 
a. The Bible is able to make us wise unto salvation/faith - 2 Tim 3:15-16 
b. Paul says, give attendance to reading, exhortation, doctrine – 1 Tim 4:13 
c. There are many more Christians than students of the Bible… now, think.  
d. They are enthusiastic about God and hold many beliefs.  
e. Where do they get these beliefs, and why do they believe them? 
f. Answer: tradition, family, friends,… can we add Facebook? 
g. Folkore ~ the widely held, but unsubstantiated, traditional beliefs of people 
h. Folklore faith = what people believe when they have not really thought about it 
 

2. Why Folklore Faith Exists 
a. People are born into a culture of beliefs from parents, friends, tv, movies, etc.   
b. Many are not true, unsubstantiated, fantasy, but everyone else believes it.  
c. “Everyone is born into their faith” – describes folklore faith from birth.  
d. The cure for this is to ask why you believe it, then get answers from the source.  

i. Knowing the truth requires critically evaluating your faith with the Bible. 
e. …but this does not happen, because people like the fables - 2 Tim 4:1-5 
 

3. Examples of Folklore Faith 
a. “All religions are the same” – because you have not thought about it long enough. 
b. “I love Jesus, but not the church” – You can’t. Jesus is the head of the church. 
c. “Everybody has their own interpretation” – but there is only one right one.  
d. “There are many Bibles; they are all equally God’s word.” See above 
e. “Faith believes something before it is true.” – based on Rom 4:17 
f. “Angels have wings”, “we become angels when we die” – Isa 6:6, Heb 13:2 
g. “The Devil reigns in hell”, “Satan is the reason I sin”, “Hell will be a party” 
h. “God cannot be in the presence of sin”, “all sins are equal” 
i. “Loving Jesus is more important than learning doctrine.” – but 1 Tim 4:6 
j. “Asking Jesus into your  heart”, “accepting Jesus”, John 3:16 
k. “The Bible and science contradict each other.” 
l. “Where two or three are gathered, Jesus is there” – Matt 18:20 
 

4. Problems With Folklore Faith 
a. Good tradition is good – 2 Th 2:15, 2Ti 1:13, 2:2; bad tradition is bad – Col 2:8 
b. It sounds good, and people like it, but it is contrary to God’s word – Rom 16:18 
c. It requires no thought, and promotes ignorant “child-like” faith – Matt 18:1-4 
d. Questions are suppressed, Bible study spurned, too much thinking is a lack of faith 
e. When folklore meets truth, the truth looks divisive and destructive to their faith 
f. It makes Christianity appear unreasonable, unrestrained, and unintelligent 
g. It is a classic example of zeal without knowledge – Rom 10:2 

i. You cannot learn God’s truth without understanding the Bible.  
h. Study the Bible for yourself, discern between folklore and Bible truth – 2 Tim 2:15 
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