
PRAYING FOR YOU… 

HOW TO LABOUR IN PRAYERS 

 

 

 

“Epaphras, who is one of you, a servant of Christ, saluteth you,  

always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand  

perfect and complete in all the will of God.” 

 

~ Col 4:12 
 

1. Praying for others 
a. “I will pray for you” has turned into a sanctimonious lie for many Christians 

b. For the sincere, it is said when they want to help, but don’t know how 
c. Praying stops because it is seen as 1) not working 2) religious work 3) taking work 

d. The problem: we don’t know how to pray as we ought – Rom 8:26, Gal 5:16-17 

e. Paul prayed for others, and asked others to pray for him – 1Thes 1:2, 5:25 
 

2. Prayer works 
a. If prayer worked, why is it contrary to experience? Why would we need to say so? 

b. It takes a real man of genius to stop praying because his prayer wasn’t answered 
c. Pro tip: prayer doesn’t work the way you thought – not Matt 21:22, but Eph 3:20 

d. Prayer is not your divine remote control, or ballot box for God’s welfare system. 

e. If what you pray for turns out to be wrong, you already knew you were wrong. 
f. There is more to prayer than asking, but we do ask – Rom 1:21, Phil 4:6 

g. Most prayers consist of asking for health and happiness, but…  1 Cor 15:19 
h. No soldier wants to be on the front lines, pinned by mud, rain, gunfire – 2 Tim 2:3 

i. Whether you live or die, you should be doing God service and others – Phil 1:21-24 

 
3. Prayer is a spiritual discipline 

a. Prayer is not for earning favor (religion), or to give God wonder working power 
b. Prayer is a discipline like Bible study, doing good works, providing for your own. 

c. Praying without ceasing causes us to care about God’s will - 1Thess 5:17 
d. What do we pray for others about? 

i. For the unsaved – that they would be saved – Rom 10:1, 1 Cor 9:20-22 

ii. For rulers – to ensure peace and quiet, and walk honest and godly - 1 Tim 2:2 
iii. For the saved – that they would be equipped to do the work – Eph 1:16-17 

iv. For the faithful – for their continuance and reward – Phil 1:9-10 
v. For the hurting – that they would be comforted – 2 Cor 1:2-3, 2 Thess 2:17 

vi. For the weak – that they would be strengthened – Eph 3:14-16 

e. Behind every ministry work is a person preparing prayers for others.  
f. Prayer creates care in the minds and hearts of those that do it.  

 
4. Prayer takes work 

a. There is such a thing as labouring in prayer – Col 4:12-13 see also Col 1:7 

b. The labour of prayer is in praying to see the other benefit – Col 1:9-14 
c. Sometimes we don’t know where they are lacking – 1 Thess 3:9-13 

d. With Bible study rightly divided we can learn to pray God’s will – 1 Thess 4:1-3 
e. Prayer takes work, we work out of care, care comes from prayer - Rom 15:30 

 


