
UNIVERSALISM AND THE BIBLE 

A LOOK AT THE “HARMLESS” HERESY 

 

 

 

“[God] will have all men to be saved,  

and to come unto the knowledge of the truth.” 

 

~ 1 Timothy 2:4 
 

 

1. Alternate Universalisms 
a. Universalism gains strength in a sinless culture where judgment is the only sin 

b. There is liberal pluralistic universalism, and then there is ‘Biblical’ universalism 
c. One is a mishmash of wrong doctrines and Bible unbelief, the other is a wish 

d. Universalists are attracted to Paul’s doctrine (a grace teacher that doesn’t say hell) 

e. There are many weak in doctrine, who are influenced by universalist teachings 
i. If the teacher does not understand the Bible rightly divided, walk away 

f. “Why would a loving God leave people in hell?”, “Why can’t God’s grace save all?” 
 

2. Doctrines We Should Affirm 
a. God’s word is always right – beware of retranslation/correction to teach a doctrine 

b. Jesus is Lord God and judge – Col 2:9, 1 Tim 3:10, Rom 2:16, 14:10 

c. Sin is real and affects all men – Rom 3:23, 5:12 – many universalists get off here 
i. (Next week, we will talk about sin affecting men now in this dispensation.) 

d. Hell is real– Matt 10:28, 16:18, 23:33, 25:41; Mark 9:43-47; Luke 12:5,Luke 16:23 
i. People go there – Acts 2:31, Rom 2:8, Rev 20:13 – more get off here 

e. God’s wrath is just and real – 2 Thess 1:7-8, Rom 1:17-18, 12:19; Rev 20:15 

f. God’s will is not always done – Jer 32:35, Luke 7:29-30, Exo 32:7-9 
i. God does want all men to be saved, but men don’t – 1 Tim 2:4, Eze 33:11 

g. Salvation is not by works (sin is not an obstacle to salvation) – Rom 4:5, Titus 3:5 
h. Salvation is by grace through faith in Christ’s finished work – 1 Cor 15:1-4 

i. Faith is required to be saved – Heb 11:6, John 8:24; Rom 3:22, 26; Eph 1:13 
i. Exclusivism like this causes most other universalists to drop the ball 

j. There are some in hell for ever – Jude 13, Rev 20:10, Matt 25:41, Rev 14:10-11 

i. If one person is eternally unsaved, universalism is false.  
ii. This makes Bible believing universalism impossible. 

 
3. Belief and Universal Salvation 

a. Not all born in Adam face condemnation - Rom 5:18, 8:1 

b. Not all are in Christ - 1 Cor15:22, 2 Cor 5:17 
c. Salvation offered unto all - Rom 11:11, Titus 2:11, Col 1:5-6 

d. Salvation is universally available, but not universally believed by men.    
e. Salvation not upon all…for lack of faith - Rom 3:22, 2 Thess 3:2 

f. The believers in the dispensation of grace are saved – 1 Cor 1:18 

g. The unbelievers are not saved, though Christ died – 1 Cor 1:18, 15:2; 2 Cor 2:15 
h. Salvation is accomplished/finished by Christ, but given only to those that believe. 

i. There will be a time when faith is no longer possible – Phil 2:10-11  
j. We are told to preach faith in the gospel of Jesus Christ for salvation – Rom 1:16 

 


