
The CONFRONTATIONAL JESUS 
A SERIES ON HOW JESUS MINISTERED 
 

 

 

“Suppose ye that I am come to give peace on earth? 

I tell you, Nay; but rather division:” 

 

~ Luke 12:51 
 
 

 
 

1. The Legend of Gentle Jesus 
a. Christianity is based on a book. Even so, legends have been created about Jesus. 
b. The legend of the Gentile Jesus, Meek and Mild (poem by Charles Wesley) 
c. The poem makes Jesus sound like a divine babysitter, gentle, soft, pleasant. 
d. He never raises his voice, never says a negative word, and is genteel and winsome 
e. The childish demeanor comes from Matt 18:1-3, but humility is obedience Phil 2:8 
f. “wise as serpents…”; “Blessed are the meek” – Matt 5:5, “I am meek” –Matt 11:29 
g. Paul was meek and gentle – 2 Cor 10:1, 2 Tim 2:24,… like a nurse… 1 Thess 2:7 
h. But also… Paul (and Jesus) was bold - 1 Thess 2:15, 2:2 
 

2. The Confrontational Jesus 
a. Would Jesus say anything to upset your grandmother? 
b. Jesus spoke boldly in midst of the feast, addressing the contention - John 7:13-26 
c. Jesus made a whip and drove men out of the temple - John 2:14-16 
d. His reputation: not caring for any man (but caring for every man) -Matt 22:15-18 
e. Jesus called sinners to repent, not the righteous - Luke 5:29-32 
f. An example of meekness and rebuke in the same man - Luke 9:51-55 
g. He rebuked a ruler of the synagogue Luke 13:14-17, and instructed others Lk 17:3 
h. A look at Jesus’ table manners - Luke 11:37-54 
i. That was not the last time he would offend with his speech – Matt 15:1-12 

i. “wicked and adulterous generation” – Matt 16:1-4  
ii. He says they are children of the devil – John 8:44 
iii. He calls Peter, Satan; the Pharisees, vipers; Herod, a fox.  

j. Jesus came to divide the faithful remnant from the unfaithful – Luke 12:51 

k. Jesus condemns Jerusalem before his death - Matthew 23:13-33 
 

3. Our Pattern 
a. We would not have the same mission as Jesus did toward Israel – Rom 15:8 
b. We do not preach the gospel of the kingdom, or the signs of the times 
c. Paul said gainsayers need to be exhorted – Titus 1:9-11 
d. He said to reject certain men – Titus 3:10, 1 Cor 5:5 
e. Hymenaeus and Philetus have erred – avoid that teaching – 2 Tim 2:17 
f. We are gentle and apt to teach, but also reprove, rebuke, and exhort – 2 Tim 4:2 

 

 
 

 


