
THINGS TO AVOID IN BIBLE STUDY 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE – PART 7 
 

 

“But shun profane and vain babblings:  

for they will increase unto more ungodliness.” 

 

~ 2 Timothy 2:16 

 
 

1. The Need to Avoid 
a. Men with a right heart, asking the right questions, of the right book, rightly divided 
b. We must be comfortable not participating in some parts of the Bible.  

c. Giving someone a knife can be dangerous if they don’t know what to avoid. 

d. Learning to study the Bible includes learning what to avoid – 2 Tim 2:14-16 
 

2. Things to Avoid 
a. Profane is to be irreverent, not respect what it is: God’s words 

b. More profanity comes from scholars than the guy on the barstool – 2 Tim 2:16 

c. Avoid correcting the Bible when faced with the hard work of right division 
d. Avoid doctrines that require retranslating/correcting the Bible: universalism, no-hell 

e. Avoid single verse doctrines – there are 31,102 verses in the Bible, read them all. 
f. Avoid proof texting – twisting verses for personal agendas; study what God says. 

i. Signs of the times fits nicely into this category – Isa 9:10, 17:1, anyone? 
g. Avoid some teachers: if the doctrine is not right, it’s wrong – Rom 16:17, 1 Tim 1:3 

h. Avoid fables (mysticism, story telling, experiences) – 1 Tim 1:4, 2 Pet 1:16-19 

i. Jewish fables and legends: take care of your luz bone, y’all – Titus 1:14 
ii. Avoid superstitions: numerology, counting letters – Rev 3:18 

iii. Avoid things not seen: angels, paradise, know-ers – Col 2:18, 1 Tim 6:20 
i. Avoid teachers who twist scripture for financial gain – Titus 1:10-11, 1 Tim 6:5 

j. Avoid looking for “prayer promises”, “life verses”, or “what’s in it for me?” 

k. There are ministers of righteousness you do well to avoid – 2 Cor 11:13-15 
l. Avoid doctrines of devils, which used to be God’s doctrines – 1 Tim 4:1-6 

m. Avoid genealogies (ordinations, schools, tribes, races, Jews) - Titus 3:9, 1 Tim 1:4 
n. Avoid teaching that makes you Israel (Covenant theology) – Col 2:8, 2:16 

o. It is vain to teach the law - 1 Tim 1:6-7 (or is it Deu 32:47) 
i. Avoid those who would put you under it – Gal 4:11-12, 5:1, 5:12 

ii. Avoid theological systems and not Bible study: Calvinism, eternal security 

p. Avoid those who teach grace is a license to sin – Titus 2:12, Eph 5:6 
q. Avoid teachers ignorant of Paul – Rom 11:13; 2 Tim 1:11-13,15;2:2,2:7 

r. Not avoiding these things will eventually corrupt your doctrine – 2 Tim 2:17-18 
i. You will be in danger of making shipwreck your faith  – 1 Tim 1:19 

ii. Your love for this world will overrule your faith in Christ – Titus 1:10 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 


