
LEARNING TO RIGHTLY DIVIDE 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE – PART 5 
 

 

“Study to shew thyself approved unto God,  

a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, 

 rightly dividing the word of truth.” 

 

~ 2 Timothy 2:15 

 
 

1. Right Division Requires Workmen 
a. Men with a right heart, having the right book, asking the right questions 

b. In the right context: God spoke at sundry times and divers manners - Heb 1:1-2 

c. We are told to study, to do work, to discern the times of doctrines - 2 Tim 2:15-18 
d. It takes work to study out God’s revelations and dispensations from the Bible 

e. Scofield had 7, but never mentions Eph 1:10-11, and some are extra-Biblical  
f. OT (law) does not start in Genesis, NT does not start in Matthew 1 – Heb 9:15-17 

g. The law did not show up until a lot of history already passed - Exodus 19:5 

h. God’s promise of earthly dominion: Adam, Noah, Abraham – Gen 1:28, 12:3 
i. The kingdom had not come yet – Acts 1:6, Acts 11:19, Rom 11:25-27 

j. Paul was given a dispensation of grace different from the law – Eph 2:11-15, 3:1-6 
k. The Bible workman who wants to avoid shame needs to rightly divide.  

 
2. Contradictions 

a. The need to rightly divide comes from differences created by God’s dispensations 

b. Differences are not mistakes: The fool - Pro 26:4-5; Creation – Gen 1 &2, Job 38:4 
c. Traffic lights: one light is red, the other is green, and this is not a mistake.  

d. The Bible has contradictions, but not mistakes – Jeremiah 9:15-16 and 31:10-12 
e. Romans 4:5, 5:1 and James 2:24 are contradictory, but don’t change the verses! 

f. When we see a contradiction, divide it into its proper context and dispensation. 

g. Exo 20:8, the Sabbath was mandated, but not now Col 2:16, Gal 4:9-10 
h. Circumcision (Gen 17:11 and Gal 6:15); what to eat (Lev 11:7-8 and 1 Tim 4:4) 

i. Should we be water baptized for repentance, why? Matt 3:11 vs. Eph 4:5 
 

3. How to Rightly Divide 
a. Nobody thinks they wrongly divide, but the result of wrong division is confusion 

b. There is a cure for denominational / church confusion: Pauline right division 
c. One of the most significant divisions in your Bible � Rom 16:25, Acts 3:21 

i. See the contradiction again in Luke 24:44, Acts 3:24 and Eph 3:2-5 
d. There is the prophecy of Christ and the mystery of Christ – Eph 3:9-11 

e. The gospel Paul had Gal 2:7, Eph 6:19 they did not know - Luke 18:34, Acts 2:38 
f. It’s a problem when gospel contradictions are unresolved: Matt 19:17 & Titus 3:5 

g. If God continued prophecy, right division would be less important than the timing 

h. But God has now rescinded some of what he said before, to emphasize His grace 
i. Law (Rom 6:14, 10:4); Israel is fallen (Rom 11:12, Gal 6:15), heaven (Phil 3:20) 

j. Right division is important, because God has now revealed the mystery -1Cor 2:7-8 
k. A failure to rightly divide will stunt your growth; lessen your understanding of God’s will; 

cause confusion about how you think God operates; and will distort the gospel.  
 


