
HOW TO USE THE BIBLE 

HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE - PART 3 
 

 

 

“For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a 

babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, 

 even those who by reason of use have their senses exercised  

to discern both good and evil.” 

 

~ Hebrews 5:13-14 
 
1. Using the Bible 

a. People ask, “Help me to use the Bible, how do I learn from it?” 
b. It takes skill to drive a backhoe, to cook; it takes skill to study the Bible – Heb 5:13 

c. All scripture is profitable for your growth – 2 Tim 3:16-17, Josh 1:8, Psa 119:105 

d. Psa 119:130 - You can understand the Bible! It is profitable to you.  
e. Some more than others: some is just not about you – 1 Chron 1:2, Exo 31:1-5 

f. You must know what you’re reading, and how to use it. What is the context? 
g. You read the newspaper different than fiction, poem, grocery list, or subpoena 

 

2. Historically / Scientifically – When you want to know facts that describe reality 
a. Ask: What happened? What does it tell me about God/reality? 

b. This keeps us grounded in the of events, people, places, things in the Bible 
c. Useful for theology, God’s attributes, prophecy, definitions, miracles, chronology 

d. Beware: Bible trivia, textual criticism, skepticism 
e. Matt 6:1-6 – God is in heaven, he sees all and will judge 

f. Matt 6:10 – God’s kingdom is coming to earth 

g. Matt 6:11 – Daily bread and the manna miracle – Matt 14:17-21 
h. Gather context info, similar words do not guarantee this – Joel 3:10, Micah 4:3 

 
3. Spiritually – When you want to know how to do right and be wise 

a. Ask: What does this say about what is right? What wisdom can I gain from this? 

b. Useful for God’s character, godliness, virtue, holiness, righteous living 
c. Beware: Spiritualizing, using it for your own agenda, being God’s spin doctor, pride 

d. Matt 6:1-4 – Against hypocrisy and pride – Col 2:18 
e. Matt 6:3,5,12 – We should be generous, pray, and forgive – 1 Thess 5:17 

f. Matt 6:11 – God is sufficient to provide what we need – 2 Cor 9:8, Phil 4:19 
g. Timeless truths about righteousness do not establish context.  

 

4. Dispensationally – When you want to know God’s will and how to respond to him 
a. God’s instructions change. What is God doing now? What does he want me to do?  

b. Useful for learning God's will, salvation, God’s intervention, prayer, rightly dividing 
c. Beware: Religiosity, taking it out of context (prooftexting), wrongly dividing 

d. To determine context, ask the W’s: who is speaking? To whom? About what? 

e. When are these instructions relevant? In time past, but now, ages to come. 
f. Matt 6:8 – God is Israel’s father – Exo 4:22-23, Matt 15:26 

g. Matt 6:11 – God will miraculously provide for Israel – Matt 19:28, Luke 12:22 
h. Matt 6:12 – Forgiveness is only for those who forgive first, but Rom 5:8, Eph 4:32 

i. Participate only in the instructions where you fit in the context.  


