
CHART: Rightly DIVIDING THE TWELVE TRIBES 

A DISPENSATIONAL CHART LESSON 

 

 

 
1. Introduction 

a. Read Scofield’s note on right divisions on the handout 
b. We are saved by preaching of the cross – 1 Cor 1:18, 1 Cor 15:1-4, Gal 6:14 

c. Salvation is by grace through faith not of yourselves, not of works – Eph 2:8 

d. By God’s grace he makes a new creature – Eph 2:15, Col 1:18, 3:11,1Cor12:13, 27 
e. We have a heavenly expectation – 2 Cor 5:1, Col 3:1-2, Phil 3:20, Eph 1:3, 2:6-7 

f. Not everything in the Bible talks about us – Eph 3:1-2, 5-6, 9-10 
 

2. What God Divides 
a. Before God brought anything together, he divided - Genesis 1:1 

b. God’s purpose for earthly dominion through man - Genesis 1:28 

c. In the end, God fulfills his purpose with a man - Rev 1:5-6 
d. God looks for righteous men, but only few find grace: Abel, Enoch, Noah 

e. Another important division - Gen 12:1-3 – A special blessing 
f. Abraham, Isaac, Jacob – who had 12 sons – Gen 49:28 

g. When the Bible talks about 12 tribes, it is not talking about the church 

 
3. Israel has 12 Tribes 

a. When they agreed to do the law, there were 12 pillars – Exo 24:4 
b. 12 stones on the ephod of the priest – Exo 28:21 

c. 12 cakes on the table continually – Lev 24:5-8 
d. 12 men went to search out the promised land – Deu 1:23-25 

e. 12 portions of the land – why? 12 tribes of Israel.  

f. Joshua did the same thing – Josh 3:12, 4:2-9 
 

4. What About the NT? 
a. What happens when we find twelve tribes in Jesus’ ministry? 

b. He chose twelve men… why? - Mark 3:14 

c. What would Jesus do? He said go only to Israel - Matt 10:5-6, 15:24 
d. He promised the twelve men that they would rule in the kingdom - Matt 19:28 

e. Jesus said go to Jerusalem and stay there – Luke 24:47-49 
f. Peter says: Ye men of Israel – (12 tribes) - Acts 2:22, Acts 3:21, 24-26 

g. Hebrews are Jews – the new covenant was with them - Heb 8:8-10 

h. James 1:1 – written to … (not the church) 
i. People love to read Revelation 7:4 – where there are 12,000 from each tribe 

j. The kingdom come, the city to come (Heb 13:14), has twelve gates Rev 21:9-14 
k. 12 gates, 12,000 furlongs, 144 cubits, 12 precious stones, 12 pearls, Rev 21:15+ 

l. Which tribe are you in? Answer: You are not in a tribe, nor in that city. 
 

5. We Need to Rightly Divide the Scripture 

a. When the Bible talks about 12 tribes it is not talking about the church 
b. The church does not have twelve tribes: 1 Cor 10:32 

c. When God is working through Israel, he is not working through the church 
d. The mystery of Christ was revealed to Paul to us – Rom 16:25-26, Eph 3:4 

e. Consider what I say, and the Lord give you understanding - 2 Tim 2:7, 15 

  
 


