
THE FINAL AUTHORITY 

THE PRIMACY OF BIBLICAL AUTHORITY 

 
 

 

“He that hath received his testimony hath set to his seal that God is true.” 

 
~ John 3:33 

 
 

 

1. The Final Authority 
a. A doctrine that gives excitement, assurance, confidence, comfort, truth 

b. The ultimate choice in evangelization: do you believe what you hear? 
c. Sola scriptura “scripture alone” = final and only infallible authority on truth 

d. The Bible holds ultimate and unique authority set above all others.  
e. How do we know that the Bible is different from all other authorities? 

 

2. Knowing God’s Words 
a. Why is this book the final authority on truth? - God wrote it.  

b. How do we know God wrote it?  - It’s own witness, power, perfection, and clarity 
c. Our belief does not make it true; our belief can only acknowledge the truth 

d. This is not circular thinking as the critics say, it is foundational. 

e. First, hear the gospel; believe it; then obey it - John 7:14-18, 1 Thes 2:13 
 

3. The Testimony of God 
a. We have learned to let God be true (our authority), every man a liar – Rom 3:4 

b. The testimony of God is that Jesus is the Son of God – 1 John 5:9-10 

c. Christ is God, when we receive his testimony, we know God is true – John 3:31-35 
d. Jesus’ testimony is all scripture – 1 Pet 1:10-11, Rev 19:10, 1 Cor 2:1, 2Ti 1:8 

e. All scripture consists of prophecy and mystery – Rom 16:25-27 
f. Paul would have no authority to speak for God if not for Christ – Gal 1:11-12 

g. Do you believe the gospel? It is according to the scriptures - 1 Cor 15:1-4 
 

4. The Bible’s Witness 

a. The Bible witness is that it is God’s word. This claim must be accepted or rejected. 
b. God told Jeremiah to write his words in a book - Jer 36:2 

c. God’s word is settled and will stand forever - Psa 119:89, 138:2, Isa 40:8 
d. The Holy Ghost spake by the mouth of David - Acts 1:16 

e. The Bereans searched the scriptures whether they were so – Acts 17:10-11 

f. God spoke to men, and through Jesus Christ - Heb 1:1-2, 1 Cor 14:37 
g. All scripture is inspired by God, originating from him - 2 Tim 3:16, 2 Pet 1:21 

h. Faith comes by hearing the word of God - Rom 10:17 
 

5. Trust the Bible 
a. Learn tradition, mark men following Paul, study science, but remember God spoke 

b. Believing every word in the Bible contains God’s authority will change your life 

c. Paul does not want their faith to rest in his authority, but God’s - 1 Cor 2:2-4 
 

 
 


