
COUNCILS, CREEDS, & CATECHISMS 
RELIGIOUS DOGMA AS AUTHORITY 

 
 

 

“But if I tarry long, that thou mayest know how thou oughtest to behave thyself 

in the house of God, which is the church of the living God,  

the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 
~ 1 Timothy 3:15 

 

1. Councils, Creeds, Catechisms 
a. To confirm Tradition and Papal authority, the Church Magisterium is consulted 

b. 1 Timothy 3:15 is used to declare “Mother Church” as the ultimate authority 
c. The church then holds councils, to declare truths in creeds, to teach in catechisms 

d. Councils, creeds, and catechisms are useful tools for the preservation of beliefs 

e. Do we receive our ultimate authority for truth from church councils? 
f. Many people say we receive the Bible itself from church councils. 

g. There are many authorities, but only one ultimate authority: the Bible.   
 

2. What is the Church? 
a. There are hundreds of churches, each with a creed. How do we know? 

b. It is the house of God – 1 Tim 3:15 

c. It is the body of Christ – Col 1:24, Eph 1:22-23, 1 Cor 12:12-14 
d. The Spirit dwells in each member – 1 Cor 3:16, 1 Cor 6:19, Eph 1:13 

e. It has one foundation, one head – Christ alone – 1 Cor 3:11, 11:3; Eph 1:22, 4:15 
f. It is built on the foundation of apostles and prophets (not councils) – Eph 2:20-22 

g. It is steward of the mysteries of Christ – 1 Cor 4:1, Eph 6:19, Rom 16:25 

h. It is the pillar and ground of the truth, because it is built upon Christ – 1 Tim 3:15 
i. The church is you who believe the gospel of the grace of God.  

 
3. Creedal Authority 

a. Magisterium ~def. That which holds authority and power, as a magistrate 
b. RCC teaches the Church is preserved by the Spirit to be without error – 1 Jo 2:20 

i. The church does err in Scripture – Titus 1:11-13, 1 Cor 5 

c. RCC teaches that our Mother is the Church which gives us grace - (CCC 2040) 
i. We receive all things from Christ, our Head – Col 2:3-7 

ii. Our increase is of God, not from Church ordinances – Col 2:16-23  
iii. Scripture did not come from a council of interpreters – 2 Pet 1:19-21 

d. RCC teaches that we cannot interpret the Bible without the Church 

i. The Bible says it sheds light – Eph 1:9, 5:16; 2 Cor 4:3-6; Psa 119:105 
ii. The Scripture is for our learning – Rom 15:4, 2 Tim 3:15-16 

iii. We are told to judge all things by what the Spirit revealed – 1 Cor 2:15 
iv. We learn to study, not be told what to believe by a catechism – 2 Tim 2:15 

e. Man is no authority of truth, is a group of men any better? – Rom 3:4, 2 Co 10:12 

f. The creeds do not all match the Bible – raising the issue of which is right. 
g. Most creeds do not declare the gospel revealed to Paul in 1 Cor 15:1-10, Eph 3:1-3 

 
h. The good: they are written, they declare men’s beliefs, they preserve doctrine 

i. But…our faith is in the power of God, not the wisdom of religious men - 1 Cor 2:5 



Apostles Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 

third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness of 
sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. AMEN. 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God,  
the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  
of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  
the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  
God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  
of one Being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  
For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven:  
by the power of the Holy Spirit  

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  

and was made man.  
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again  

in accordance with the Scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
and his kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.  

With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.  
He has spoken through the Prophets.  

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  
We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen.  

 

 


