
What Jesus Said on PALM SUNDAY 
A DISPENSATIONAL LOOK 

 
 

 

“These things spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them.  But 

though he had done so many miracles before them,  

yet they believed not on him” 

 
~ John 12:36-37 

 

1. Introduction 
a. There is no Biblical instruction to keep days such as in “holy week” 

b. Much is man made tradition: this year’s palms will be next year’s ash for Lent 
c. Our gospel begins with the cross, their gospel ends with the cross 

d. Everything Jesus did in his earthly ministry was a fulfillment of prophecy 
e. Jesus rode into Jerusalem on a foal and they waved palms days before his death 
f. Palm Sunday was not a Jewish feast day, though it was near Passover 

 
2. The Palms 

a. Many people came, but not for Jesus’ sake… - John 12:9 
b. The people took palm branches and cried ‘Hosanna’ - John 12:12-13 
c. The palm branches related to Israel’s hope of the kingdom – Psa 118:24-26 

d. The feast of booths (tabernacles) required tree branches - Lev 23:40 
e. The palms foreshadowed the kingdom: 

i. They were on the temple in gold – 1 Kings 6:29-32 
ii. In the kingdom the nations will praise with palms - Zech 14:16 
iii. The martyrs out of the tribulation praise God with them - Rev 7:9-10 

f. The disciples did not know all the prophecies he fulfilled until later – John 12:16 
g. It wasn’t time for the triumphal entry of God’s kingdom – Luke 1:71 
h. People want a miracle from him, but they do not know the scriptures about him 
 

3. The “Triumphal” Entry 
a. So-called because his riding on ass is a reference to Zech 9:9 and deliverance 

b. This is not a victory, Jesus is heading to his death – John 12:23-33 
c. The Jews heard the Messiah would not die, but they didn’t hear Jesus – Isa 9:7 
d. The real triumphant entry is future - Joel 2:3-9; 3:17; Isa 35:8-10; Rev 19:14-16 
e. He hides himself from them, they liked miracles, but believed not – John 12:37-43 
f. Jesus wept over Jerusalem because they rejected peace – Luke 19:41-44 

g. His death was not triumphant (yet), it had not been revealed  – Acts 3:14-15 
h. The kingdom did not come the first time – Acts 1:6, 8:1-3 
i. They did not know the time… they could not discern the times – Mat 16:1-4 

 
4. Discerning our Time 

a. We must know Christ by the book rightly divided, tradition doesn’t discern 

b. We are not living in the time of prophetic fulfillment, but the mystery of Christ 
c. We know Christ not after the flesh, but according to the mystery – 2 Cor 5:16 

d. His death and resurrection is our glory, not Israel’s kingdom come. 
e. It wasn’t time to receive Jesus into his kingdom then, nor is it time now.  

 
 


