
JOY TO THE WORLD 
THE STORY OF A MAN, HIS MUSIC, AND DISPENSATIONAL CHART 

 
 

 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 

admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with 

grace in your hearts to the Lord.” 

 
~ Col 3:16 

 

 
1. The Mythical Nativity 

a. What matters more than religiosity and fables is Bible truth – 2 Tim 4:3-4 
b. More than one nativity story – 12/8 Immaculate Conception, 9/8 Nativity of Mary 

c. Every December countless homes read Luke 2 … only to stop short of the truth. 

d. The nativity story is a myth created by ignorant songwriters and legends 
e. “Joy to the World” was not talking about the angels and Jesus’ birth 

 
2. Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 

a. A Non-conformist in England, when it was illegal to be one until 1689. 
b. “Giv’em Watts boys!” said James Caldwell, minister, at battle of Springfield 1780 

c. Before Watts, songs were mostly paraphrased Bible Psalms; it they sung at all 

d. Father of English Hymnody, b/c he added poetic lyrics of Christian experience 
 

3. His Music 
a. Psalms of David, imitated in the language of the NT and applied to the Christian state 

and worship – Isaac Watts 

b. Joy to the World was a rewrite of Psalm 98 which talked of the kingdom come 
c. Psalms refer to historical(Exodus) and prophetic (Revelation) events and doctrine 

d. Psa 98:1-2 – Refers to nations in Exo 15, Josh 2:10, 1 Sam 17:26, Isa 52:7-10 
e. Psa 98:3 – “hath remembered” – Luke 1:54-55, but this hasn’t been fulfilled 

f. Psa 83:4-8 – literal reading does not mean we can’t see figures of speech 
g. Psa 98:9 – When the Lord comes every eye shall see – Rev 1:7, Jer 33:14-16 

 

4. Watt’s Chart of Religions 
a. Covenant Calvinist in theology, taught that the church is under God’s covenants. 

b. He wrote, The Harmony of All the Religions … and all his dispensations… 
c. He spoke of dispensations, but did not rightly divide. 

d. Watts thought the kingdom was established at Pentecost by the disciples 

e. He thought Acts 1:8 was the kingdom fulfillment in Acts by the apostles 
f. He wrote Joy to the World thinking the Lord had brought his kingdom to earth 

 
5. Conclusion 

a. Our understanding of the Bible rightly divided affects our thoughts and actions 

b. Songs that are not doctrinally sound can produce wrong behavior – 1 Cor 15:33 
c. We can joy in God today through understanding right doctrine, not because of his 

kingdom come and worldly reign. 
 

 
 



Regarding his music rewriting the Psalms: 

 
“Where the Psalmist describes religion by the fear of God, I have often joined faith and love to it. 

Where he speaks of the pardon of sin through the mercies of God, I have added the merits of a 
Savior. Where he talks of sacrificing goats or bullocks, I rather choose to mention the sacrifice of 

Christ, the lamb of God. Where he promises abundance of wealth, honor, and long life, I have 

changed some of these typical blessings for grace, glory, and life eternal, which are brought to 
light by the Gospel, and promised in the New Testament. And I am fully satisfied, that more 

honor is done to our blessed Savior by speaking his name, his graces, his actions, in his own 
language, according to the brighter discoveries he hath now made, than by going back again to 

the Jewish forms of worship, and the language of types and figures.” – Isaac Watts 
 

Watts, Isaac - Psalms of David, imitated in the language of the New Testament and applied 
to the Christian state and worship 
 

Pg 190 of the 23rd edition Psalm 98 part 1 
 

To our almighty Maker, God;  

New honours be addressed 
His great salvation shines abroad 

And makes the nations blessed 
 

He spake the Word to Abraham first 
His truth fulfils his grace 

The Gentiles make his Name their trust 

And learn his righteousness 
 

Let the whole Earth his love proclaim 
With all her different tongues 

and spread the honour of his name 

in melody and songs 
 

Pg 190 of his book Psalm 98 part 2 
 

Joy to the world! The Lord is come: 

let earth receive her King!  
Let every heart prepare him room  

and heaven and nature sing. 
 

Joy to the earth! the Saviour reigns: 
let men their songs employ  

while fields and floods, rocks hills and plains  

repeat the sounding joy. 
 

No more let sins and sorrows grow  
nor thorns infest the ground:  

he comes to make his blessings flow  

far as the curse is found. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace,  
and makes the nations prove  

the glories of his righteousness  
and wonders of his love 


