
GOOD WORKS UNDER GRACE 

THE NEED FOR GOOD WORKS UNDER GRACE 

 
 

 

“For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which 

God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 

 
~ Ephesians 2:10  

 

 

 

 

1. Good Works and Salvation 
a. We are justified by faith without works – Rom 3:28, 5:1 (cf. Rom 11:6) 

b. Works for salvation are not only unnecessary they are forbidden – Rom 4:5 

c. Christ finished the saving work we could not – Titus 3:4-5, and then… Titus 3:8 
 

2. Grace Misunderstood 
a. We avoid empty emotionalism, misguided passions, zeal w/o knowledge, but... 

b. Zeal in a good thing is good - Gal 4:18, Titus 2:14 
c. When grace is learned there is liberty, peace, understanding – Gal 5:1 & 5:13-14 

d. Also, a tendency toward laziness, ambivalence, and bad behavior – Col 1:9-10 

e. We know we are not under the law, and our not justified by works – Rom 6:14 
f. But, that does not make sin any more right – Rom 6:18-21; Rom 13:8-10 

g. It is thought that grace doctrine lets the old man run free, “license to sin” 
h. But grace destroys the old man, puts on the new man – Rom 6:6, Eph 4:21-24 

i. Grace is not a selfish doctrine, it abounds over sin – Rom 6:20-12, 1 Cor 6:7 

 
3. Motivation for Good Works 

a. Since our sins are forgiven, and our salvation secure, why do good works? 
b. We are ordained to do them – Eph 2:8-10, 2 Tim 3:17 

c. The love of Christ constrains us – 2 Cor 5:14-15 
d. It is the will of God – 1 Thess 4:1-7 

e. God hates every sin and evil work – Rom 1:17-18, Eph 5:6 

f. It is who we are in Christ (servants of God) – Eph 5:8-10 
g. We will stand before God and be accountable to him – Rom 14:10-12 

h. Our work will be judged – 1 Cor 3:13-17; 1 Cor 4:1-5; 2 Cor 5:10 
i. It is the right thing to do – Eph 6:1, Rom 7:12, 1 Tim 2:3, 1 Tim 1:9 

j. Grace doctrine frees us from the burden of sin so we can do right - 2 Cor 6:1 

 
4. The Grace Pattern in Good Works 

a. The gospel of the grace of God communicates good works to us 
b. Doing the work that others fail to do – Rom 5:6 

c. God’s love in the midst of sin - Rom 5:8 

d. Grace initiates the reconciliation of enemies – Rom 5:10 
e. Good works adorn the doctrine of God’s grace to us – Titus 2:7-12 

 

 

 

 



 

Reasons for Good Behavior under Grace 

 

1. Chapter 1 is for the Lord’s sake 

2. Chapter 2 is because of spiritual maturity 

3. Chapter 3 is because of the judgment seat of Christ 

4. Chapter 4 is because it exhibits faithfulness 

5. Chapter 5 is because it is right and pure 

6. Chapter 6 is because they are the members of Christ 

7. Chapter 7 is because it prevents trouble 

8. Chapter 8 is not to be offensive 

9. Chapter 9 is to win souls 

10. Chapter 10 is because the law taught it 

11. Chapter 11 is to avoid condemnation 

12. Chapter 12 is because we are members of each other 

13. Chapter 13 is to be charitable 

14. Chapter 14 is to be orderly / edifying 

15. Chapter 15 is because we have a heavenly hope 

 

“the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to all men, teaching us that, denying 

ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present 
world…”  

 
~ Titus 2:11-12 


