
THANK GOD 

A PROPER RESPONSE TO GRACE 
 
 

 

“In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning 

you.” 

 
~ 1 Thessalonians 5:18 

 

 

1. God’s Will and Giving Thanks 
a. First of all … 1 Tim 2:1, 1 Thess 5:18 

b. Goes beyond common manners - “please” and “thank you” 
c. They were without excuse because they were not thankful - Romans 1:20-22 

d. The proud are often called happy - Mal 3:13-15, Prov 23:17, Psalm 73 

 
2. Gratitude and Pride 

a. Pride – conceit of one’s superior characteristics; a sense of what is due to oneself 
i. “A man serves a fool if he serves no one” 

ii. “Owe no man anything, but…” – Rom 13:8 
b. Gratitude – thankful; thoughtful appreciation resulting in a sense of duty or obligation; 

readiness to acknowledge a grace or kindness received 

i. Our obligation to God – 2 Cor 5:14-15, Acts 14:15-17, 17:24-28 
ii. Glorify God in your body and spirit – 1 Cor 6:19-20 

c. Gratitude and charity are linked at 1 Cor 13:4 and Phil 2:3-4 
d. Where they boast the most, they give the least - 2 Cor 9:1-4 

e. “Living for yourself is barely living at all” – Col 3:15-17; 4:2 

f. The consequence of right division is thanksgiving - 1 Thess 5:18 
 

3. How Paul Thanks God 
a. Thanking has an object, you must be thankful TO someone - Rom 14:6-8, 16:3-4 
b. Paul does not thank God for bad things  � 2 Cor 12:9-11, Rom 5:2-3 

i. “in every thing” not “for every thing” – 1 Thess 5:18 & Eph 5:20 
ii. Prayer is not just thanksgiving, but without it is presumptuous  – Phil 4:6 

c. Thank God for the gospel - 1 Cor 1:14, 15:57, 2 Cor 9:15 

d. Thank God for deliverance from sins and sin - Rom 6:17-18, 7:25 
e. Thank God for growing faith - 2Thes 1:3, Rom 1:8 

i. Rooted and stablished in the faith results in thanksgiving – Col 2:7 
ii. There is a thing as selfish truth-seeking – Acts 8:18-19; 2 Tim 3:7 

iii. Giving yourselves is more valuable than money – 2 Cor 8:1-5 
iv. It was all David could give � Psalm 51:16-17 

f. Thank God for fellow believers - 2 Tim 1:3 

 

4. The Proper Response to Grace 
a. Instead of, “What shall we pray for?” – try, “Who should we pray to?” 

b. We thank God for who he is, not just what we can get.  
c. How do we earn righteousness? We don’t, thank God. Rom 4:5 

d. How do we deal with sin? Stop. Serve God – Rom 6:16-18 

e. How do we talk to God in trying times? With thanks in every thing. Phil 4:13 
f. How do we handle promotion? With humility and gratitude. 1 Tim 1:12-13 


