
Israel’s Return TO THE LAND 

WAS 1948 A FULFILLMENT OF PROPHECY? 
 
 

 

“That then the LORD thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion upon 

thee, and will return and gather thee from all the nations, whither the LORD thy 

God hath scattered thee.” 

 
~ Deuteronomy 30:2 

 

 

 

 

1. Review 
a. The state of Israel is for some proof that God exists, and the end is near.  

b. Remember: the subjects of Prophecy and Mystery are rightly divided 
c. Israel will return after a change in dispensation, when the church is gone 

d. We do not live in the time for the signs, nor do we need the stage to be set.  
e. Prophecies describe the future return of Israel to the land – Deu 30:3; Jer 30:3 

 
2. Israel’s History 

a. 6th c. B.C – Judah taken into captivity; starts return under Persian rule (539BC) 

b. 2nd c. B.C – Jews fled Israel under persecution; returned under Maccabees 
c. 70 AD – Jerusalem destroyed, Jews in exile to many nations 

d. 19th c. AD – Zionist movement started to create the political state of Israel 
e. May 14th, 1948 Zionists declare autonomy, and fight to defend the new state 

f. There have always been Jews waiting for God to return them to the land, only recently 

are there Zionists who have stopped waiting.  
 

3. Israel’s Biblical Exile and Return 
a. The land is promised to them forever – Gen 13:14-15, 17:18; Psa 105:10-11 

i. God foretells of the exile to Babylon and their return - Jer 29:4-10 
ii. Daniel knows the years and waits on the Lord – Dan 9:2, 24-27 

iii. God tells of their exile to the nations – Deu 4:27, 28:63, Lev 26:33-44 

b. Jesus says the temple will flee to all nations until the end – Luke 21:20-24 
i. Peter and the future restoration – Acts 1:6, 2:16, 3:21 

ii. Joel’s prophecy of the gathering of Israel by the Lord – Joel 2:21, 28-3:1 
c. They will be brought back in obedience to the Law - Eze 11:17-20 

i. The Lord will make them dwell in peace - Eze 34:24-31, Mic 4:1-4 

ii. The heathen will know by the blessings – Eze 36:24-38 
iii. They will not serve other gods – Eze 37:12-25 

d. Israel will be brought back by the Messiah - Isaiah 11:10-16, Luke 24:21 
i. He will lead them to the land on a highway – Isa 35:1-20 

e. Is Israel today a fulfillment of prophecy? 

i. A Biblical return of Israel is a Biblical return to the new covenant. 
ii. The next Biblical Jewish state will be the Messianic state. 

iii. Present day Israel does not claim a Messiah 
iv. They do not operate under the new covenant 

v. They have not established peace with the world, nor teach the law 
vi. And remember… we are living in the time of the Church, not Israel.  



 

 
 

 

 

"Zionism is not the divinely promised restoration of Israel... Zionism 

is not the fulfillment of the large number of predictions found in 

the Old Testament Scriptures, which relates to Israel's return to 

the land. Indeed, Zionism has very little use for argument from 

the Word of God. It is rather a political and philanthropic 

undertaking. Instead of coming together before God, calling 

upon His name, trusting Him, that He is able to perform what He 

has so often promised, they speak about their riches, their 

influence, their Colonial Bank, and court the favor of the Sultan. 

The great movement is one of unbelief and confidence in 

themselves instead of God's eternal purposes." 

 

1905- Arno C. Gaebelein, Dispensational teacher (1861-1945) 

 


