
CHILDREN IN UNDERSTANDING 

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE NO MORE CHILDREN 
 
 

 

“That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about 

with every wind of doctrine.” 

 
~Ephesians 4:14 

 

 

1. A Child in Understanding 
a. A child is not only a young person, an adult is not just an aged person 

b. Children can be old people, teachers can be young – 1 Cor 3:1-2, 1 Tim 4:11-12 
c. Webster uses Jer 1:5-7 to define a “child”, we can also add Isa 3:1-4 

d. Child ~def. young person; weak in knowledge, judgment, experience 

e. What separates child from an adult is understanding, responsibility, and position 
 

2. God Raising His Children 
a. Israel was God’s firstborn son, they were babies out of Egypt – Exo 4:22 

b. God gave his children Israel maturity by teaching them ”how to choose” 
c. The children of Israel were to learn and obey God’s laws – Deut 6:3-10, Pro 22:6 

d. If they obeyed they would receive the inheritance – Eze 36:26-28, Jer 31:33-34 

e. Israel becomes “sons” when they get their earthly possession – Rev 21:3-7 
 

3. The Maturity of the Mystery 
a. We speak the wisdom of God in mystery – 1 Cor 2:7, Eph 3:4,10 
b. Paul’s explanation of God’s revelation: Promise � Law � Faith - Gal 3:16-24 

c. Our graduation from school to adulthood (responsibility) – Gal 3:25 
d. Our position as an heir (possessor of the inheritance) – Gal 3:26-29 

 

4. See it Again … 
a. The difference between a servant and a child – a child has promise – Gal 4:1 

b. Under tutors and governments to teach and correct – Gal 4:2 
c. The analogy explained, “we were children”, it is a dispensational truth 

d. The Corinthians needed to mature and be teachers in 1 Cor 12:31, 13:11, 14:1 

e. The Ephesians were taught the purpose of the gifts (maturity) – Eph 4:13-15 
f. Every step away from Paul is a step back into childhood under a law system 

 
5. No More Children 

a. Having the mystery, responsibility, and a position means we are not children 

b. Children are selfish, can’t make choices, and don’t do what is expected 
c. Fathers are to nurture (teach) and admonish (direct) their children - Eph 6:1-4  

d. Parents love their children by charging them to grow up – 1 Thess 2:11 
e. Paul prays that the Colossians would not be children – Col 1:9 

f. Be not children in understanding, be men - 1 Cor 14:20 
g. Grace (not law based covenants) teaches us to live …. like men  – Titus 2:12-13 

h. We need to know sound doctrine, right behavior, and our duty to God and others 

i. The best tool to create mature adults is establishment in the mystery of Christ.   
 

 


