
 

CALVINISTS, ARMINIANS, AND PAUL 
A LOOK AT THE DEPRAVITY OF MAN 
 
 

 

“But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the promise by faith of Jesus 

Christ might be given to them that believe.”  

 ~ Galatians 3:22 
 

 

1. Calvinist or Arminian 
a. Both are products of the Reformation: neither rightly divide 

b. Both carried on the philosophical tradition replacing Catholic scholarship 
c. Both teach predestination, election, prevenient grace, loss of free will 

d. Both affirm the necessary grace of God for salvation, and then teach keeping it.  
e. Most think the debate is about OSAS, when that is not the issue in either system 
f. Geneva or Holland did not have the corner on Bible truth; what if we are neither 

g. The Bible rightly divided is our authority – 2 Tim 2:7, 2 Tim 2:23, Col 2:8 
 

2. The Philosophical Beginning 
a. The question of free will goes back to the Greeks and before.  
b. Confused Christianity adds their philosophy beginning with Adam’s fall -Rom 5:12 
c. The Bible teaches man’s depravity (all agree) – Psa 39:5, Rom 3:10 
d. Theologians teach that men lose their ability to change their mind/ believe God 
e. If they are right, then God must forcibly intervene = Calvinist election is needed 
 

3. Paul’s Account of the Fall 
a. By one man sin entered, death was the result – Rom 5:12, Eph 2:1 
b. Not just physical, but spiritual death and alienation – Eph 4:17-19 
c. We read about the sinful nature of man in Romans 1-3 – Rom 1:21-28 
d. Even the self-righteous/privileged are not exempted – Rom 2:1-3, 2:12, 2:16-24 
e. Man’s corruption in sin is universal -  Rom 3:9-11 
f. No one can be justified before God by any good works – Rom 3:19-22, Eph 2:8 

g. We sin because we are first sinners - Rom 5:12,19; 1 Cor 15:22 
h. The old man is corrupt, and condemned before God – Eph 4:22 
 

4. Knowing Good and Evil 
a. Adam knew good and evil after the fall - Gen 2:17, 3:5, 3:22 

b. Unsaved, unregenerate man is able to do good Rom 2:10 (but they are in Adam) 
c. Unsaved gentiles know and do right by their conscience – Rom 2:10-15 
d. Who is this good man? – Rom 5:7, Luke 23:50, Prov 13:22, 2 Pet 2:7 
e. The problem is not that we cannot choose ‘good’, it is that we are not good 
f. People are wicked even as they try to do good (Steve Jobs) – Pro 21:27 

g. Paul testifies to this problem with his two natures - Romans 7:12, 14-20 
h. The old man is corrupt and depraved, our conscience even testifies to this.  
i. The Bible confirms it, faith cometh by hearing… Rom 10:17, Rom 3:22 

j. Paul calls upon all men to change their mind and believe – Act 16:30-31, 17:30 
k. The Spirit is in those who preach the gospel; men hear it, trust it and are sealed. 

l. You were changed by the Spirit when you believe - 1 Cor 6:11, Eph 1:13 
 


