
 

RESURRECTION AND THE MYSTERY 

WHAT JESUS REVEALED TO PAUL 
 
 

 

“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of David was raised from the dead 

according to my gospel.” 

 
- 2 Timothy 2:8 

 

 
1. The Reality of Resurrection 

a. Resurrection is the cornerstone of Christianity 
b. Alternatives: materialistic annihilation (hopelessness), reincarnation (pointlessness) 

c. No man can resurrect on his own; science says it is impossible 

d. In the Bible, everyone is resurrected - some to life, some to death - John 5:28-29 
e. People treat Christ’s resurrection like a legend or “birthday” party 

 
2. Resurrection in Prophecy and Mystery 

a. Job knew it – Job 19:25-26 
b. Moses wrote about it – Matt 22:31-32 

c. Abraham believed in it – Heb 11:17-19 

d. Prophets prophesied about it – Ezekiel 37:6, 13, Psa 16:9-11, Psa 49:15 
e. Jesus taught it - Mark 8:31, John 2:19, 5:39 

f. Disciples were ignorant of Christ’s resurrection - Luke 18:34, John 20:9 
g. Apostles teaching reflects their change - Acts 1:8,22; 2:32; 3:14-15; 4:10 

h. The kingdom preaching was revived by his resurrection - 1 Pet 1:3; 2 Pet 1:17-19 

i. Resurrected Christ appeared to 500+ people, plus Paul… - 1 Cor 15:5-8 
 

3. Kept Secret about Christ’s Resurrection 
a. Christ raised according to Paul’s gospel – 2 Tim 2:7-9 

b. There was something kept secret since the world began about it – Col 1:18 
c. Raised for our justification (free justification) - Romans 3:24, 4:25, 5:10 

d. Our identification with Christ – Romans 6:3-6 

e. Our resurrected placement with Christ – Col 2:12; 3:1-3; Eph 2:5-6, Phil 3:20 
f. The power of his resurrection in your life over sin - Phil 3:9-12 

 
4. Resurrection and Salvation 

a. The gospel includes belief in Christ’s resurrection – 1 Cor 15:1-4 

b. Without Christ’s resurrection our faith is vain - 1 Cor 15:12-15, Rom 4:25 
c. The mystery makes resurrection a gospel issue – 1 Cor 15:16-17 

d. You only have salvation because Jesus Christ resurrected.  
e. If no resurrection, the power of death still reigns - 1 Cor 15:54, Rom 5:17, 21 

f. The misery of life without resurrection, play while we can - 1 Cor 15:18-19, 32-33 

 
5. Our Ministry of Resurrection 

a. Christ’s resurrection was the most significant historical event in history 
b. The gospel is not just an historical event; it is what it accomplished for you.  

c. People may know “He is risen”, but they neglect that we are too – Col 2:12, Col 3:1 
d. We preach the mystery of Christ’s resurrection in us.  


