
Things Jesus Said He Was and Why 
How Modern Christianity Misses the Point 

“…understanding neither what they say, nor whereof they affirm.” 

1 Timothy 1:7 

1. “I am the bread of life” – John 6:35 

a. A very long discourse (6:25-71) following the loaves and fishes miracle (6:14) 

b. Jesus references the manna in the wilderness, but not as comparison (6:32 & 49) 

c. It’s never about bread or eating – it’s the WORDS!  Deut 8:3, Luk 4:4, John 6:63 

d. They have to believe….but believe what?  John 6:35, 49, & 69 

e. LOTS of wrong doctrines today come from this passage 

 

2. “I am the light of the world” – John 8:12 

a. Jesus (being God) is always associated with light: 1Tim 6:16, 2Cor 4:4, John 1:4-5 

b. Jesus is also called the Word:  John 1:1, Rev 19:13 

c. Again, it’s about the word(s):  Psa 119:105 

d. The words Jesus spoke were of God’s earthly plan for Israel – Rom 9:5 & 15:8, Rev 21:23-25 

 

3. “I am the door of the sheep” – John 10:7 

a. A reference to the preceding parable (10:1-6), which is the only parable in John 

b. Remember:  Jesus didn’t speak in parables to make things easier to get – Mat 13:10-11  

c. The sheep are ALWAYS Israel:  Psa 79:13 & 95:7 & 100:3 

d. A warning against false teachers and leaders (shepherds) – Eze 34:1-10, Jer 23:1-2 

e. Jesus is the only one way into the pasture (eternal life in the kingdom – Psa 23:2)  

 

4. “I am the good shepherd” – John 10:11 

a. Jesus claims to be God b/c God is Israel’s shepherd:  Jer 23:3-8, Eze 34:11-18  & 28-31 

b. Israel are the lost sheep:  Mat 10:6 & 15:24 

c. But believing Israel are the “Little Flock”:  Luke 12:32, Rom 9:6, Mat 26:31 

d. Peter writes his letters to these people:  1Pet 2:25 & 5:1-4 

  

5. “I am the resurrection and the life” – John 11:25 

a. Lazarus’s death was so Jesus could display God’s glory:  John 11:1-7 

b. Jesus is not teaching his death, burial, and resurrection here – he’s proving he is God – John 11:27 

c. Jesus is always showing (and asking if people know) he is the Messiah:  Mat 16:15-16 

d. He performs this miracle as a sign for unbelieving Jews:  John 11:42, 1Cor 1:22 

 

6. “I am the way, the truth, and the life” – John 14:6 

a. The way = a works based walk found in the word –  Psa 119:33-35, John 14:12 & 15 

b. The truth = found in Jesus, the Word of God – Psa 119:160, John 17:17 

c. The life = Jesus is God, who grants eternal life (found in the word) – 1John 1:1, John 5:24, Phi 2:16 

 

7. “I am the true vine” – John 15:1 

a. Israel is often referred to a vineyard in prophecy – e.g., Isa 5:1-7  

b. The little flock (believing Israel) are the branches – John 15:5, Mat 7:16-21 & 12:33, 2Pet 1:8 

c. Their fruit is important:  The earthly program is works driven – John 15:2 & 10, Eze 36:27 

d. Understanding this helps with the hard passages in Romans 11:16-24 

 



8. Jesus is God 

a. The point of the book of John is to show that Jesus is God – John 20:30-31 

b. All of these “I am” ‘s are blatant statements from Jesus declaring himself as God 

c. God is life and Jesus is God, so the fact that Jesus is life is the proof of his deity – Col 1:16-17  

d. Belief that Jesus was the Messiah, the Son of God was an added requirement of Israel’s program 

e. So “belief” is a common theme, but in none of these things can you find a trace of the gospel of the 

grace of God; Jesus’s death, burial, and resurrection for salvation to all men freely through Him.   

We must always ask, “Belief in what?” 

 


