
 

WHERE TO BEGIN WITH CHURCH FRIENDS 

STARTING WITH WHAT MATTERS 
 
 

 

“For if I do this thing willingly, I have a reward: but if against my will, a 

dispensation of the gospel is committed unto me.” 

 
- 1 Corinthians 9:17 

 

 
 

1. The Most Important Thing 
a. No one can receive spiritual truths without being saved: 1 Tim 2:4, Cor 2:14 

b. Our first duty is to communicate the gospel clearly, but where is it? 

c. It’s not - John 3:16, Acts 2:38, Mat 22:37, 1 John 4:16…try  
d. Your approach will be different for unchurched, churched, and foreigners.  

e. Paul provides the pattern: 1 Cor 15:1-4, Rom 4:24-25, 2 Cor 5:21 
 

2. Salvation to Right Division 
a. Find agreement on the gospel, if you cannot agree, you have work to do.  

b. Which gospel was Jesus teaching? Mark 1:14-15, Mat 4:23, 6:9-10, 9:35 

c. Their first commission was to Israel only – Mat 10:5-8, 15:22-28 
d. The law did not change plus sell all – Mat 5:17-20, Mat 19:16-23 

e. The gospel Jesus commissioned – Mat 24:14, Mark 13:10, 16:15 
f. The gospel of the kingdom was not the gospel of the grace of God.  

 

3.  They Didn’t Know 
a. Stay in the “red letters”, people wrongly give these more authority. 

b. Peter taught the gospel, but was ignorant of the cross - Mat 16:13-23 
c. The disciples reacted as unsaved people in this dispensation – Mark 9:28-32 

d. Read it again in Luke 9:1-2 and Luke 18:31-34 
e. They did not believe three times in the resurrection – Mark 16:5-14 

f. The resurrection was perplexing to them – Luke 24:1-4, 8-12 

g. Mary Magdalene said someone stole him – John 20:2, 7-9 
h. Keep your discussion on the gospel – this is where you began.  

 
4. Pentecost was Nothing New 

a. Show the continuation at Pentecost, nothing new here.  

b. They were ministering the same thing - Acts 1:3, 6, 14, 16, 22, 25 
c. They witnessed the death and resurrection – Acts 2:22-24 

d. They preach the same thing John the Baptist taught – Acts 2:38, Mat 3:2 
e. Peter taught what was prophesied since the world began – Acts 3:19-21 

f. Paul had something new – Romans 16:25-26, Eph 3:5, Col 1:26 

g. Peter indicts by the cross – Acts 3:13-15, 5:27-28, 7:52  
h. Paul glories in the cross – Gal 6:14, 1 Cor 1:18 

i. Show the difference in the preaching of the cross between Peter and Paul. 
 

 
 


