
 

ONE GOD TWO NATURES - Part 3 

SOLVING PROBLEM VERSES 
 
 

 

“And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in 

the flesh...” 
 

- 1 Timothy 3:16 

 

 
1. The Two Natures of Christ 

a. He has the nature of God: not created; eternal; spiritual; timeless 
b. He has the nature of man: created, flesh and blood, earthy 

c. Many problems are caused by misunderstanding his two natures. 

d. Letting the Bible be true does not require understanding all things.   
 

2. Why Jesus Needed to Be Man 
a. To be a proper mediator - Heb 2:9-18, 1 Tim 2:5, Gal 3:20 

b. To manifest God to man – 1 Tim 3:16, John 1:18, 31 

c. To fulfill all things – Mat 1:18-23, 3:15, 5:17 
d. To sit on David’s throne – Luke 1:32, Acts 2:29-30, 2 Tim 2:8  

e. To be preeminent in all things – Col 1:16-18 
f. To reconcile all things to himself – Col 1:20, Rom 8:19-21 

 
3. Kenosis and the “Emptying” 

a. The point of Phil 2:5-7: the mind of Christ; lowliness, esteeming others 

b. We have knowledge, but are to condescend: 1Cor 2:10, Rom 11:25, 12:16 
c. 2:6 - Christ always existed as God; equal to him – John 5:18 

d. The new translations open the door to diminishing his deity.  
e. 2:7 – “no reputation” is changed to “nothing”, “emptied”  

f. The key = he took man’s nature upon himself; he did not remove his deity 

g. 2:8 - His humbling was not of his divine nature, but of obedience 
h. Who did he obey? The will of God purposed before the world began 

i. “obedience” is the human experience: Heb 5:8, John 12:27, Mrk 14:36 
j. The new experience was being part of creation; God did not change – Heb 13:8 

 
4. Problem Verses 

a. John 5:19: “I can do nothing”, this is defined in context John 5:18, 23, 26, 30 

b. John 14:28: “My father is greater than I”: greater in position not nature:Jo10:30 
c. John 20:17: “my God” the same as Mat 27:46, Jesus is the God John 20:27-28 

d. Luke 2:52: Jesus increased in wisdom; defined in Luke 2:40, 49 and Prov 3:1-6 
e. He had the spirit of God, of course he had wisdom – Isa 11:1-5 

f. Mark 13:32: no man knows; Jesus was a man (also God); compare to 1 Cor 2:2 

g. Col 1:15: he was the firstborn, that is, from the dead not in creation – Col 1:18 
h. “How could God die?” He was a man, “How can we worship him?” He was God 

i. The problems are solved when we understand that one Jesus had two natures. 
 

 

 


