
 

PRESSING ON 

OBJECTIVES FOR 2012 
 
 

 

“Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and 

patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ,  

in the sight of God and our Father.” 

 
- 1 Thessalonians 1:3 

 
 

1. The Need for Evaluation 
a. If we do not regularly take inventory, we can lose ground 

b. Evaluation of the world: health, wealth, and entertainment 

c. Evaluation for “church growth”: money, reputation, number of people 
d. Evaluation for Israel: the law, building the kingdom, physical blessings 

e. Evaluation under grace: sound doctrine, growth in the body, heavenly hope 
f. What Paul remembered about the Thessalonians - 1 Thess 1:3, 2:13 

 
2. Doctrinal Diagnosis – “work of faith” 

a. Our top priority is not evangelism; it is making the doctrine work: Phm 6 

b. We must have the doctrine right - Titus 1:9, 2:1-2, 2:7 
c. Right doctrine nourishes the body; wrong doctrine corrupts - 1 Tim 4:1-6 

d. Are we rightly dividing? Are we on the battlefront? Are we majoring on minors? 
e. The indicator of sound doctrine is Pauline integrity – 2 Tim 2:7, 4:2-4 

f. There is a great need for faithful stewards to perform Ephesians 3:9  

 
3. Body Check – “labour of love” 

a. The most important doctrine in the church is the mystery of Christ – Eph 3:10-21 
b. This is the measure of our maturity – 1 Cor 2:15-16, 3:2 

c. The body of Christ exists to honor the Lord, and edify the members – Eph 4:15 
d. The catalyst of good bodily growth is charity – Col 3:14, 1 Cor 8:1, 13 

e. The sign of bodily growth is saints maturing in sound doctrine 

 
4. Eye Exam - “patience of hope” 

a. We look not at the things that are seen – 2 Cor 4:18, 5:7, Titus 2:13 
b. Our sights are set above, where our hope is at– Col 3:2-4, Phil 3:20 

c. Meanwhile, we learn in this world to be patient - Romans 8:25, 2 Thess 3:5 

d. Patience is the continual year after year position: study, prayer, praise, repeat. 
e. Impatience happens because we are dissatisfied – Phil 4:13, 1 Tim 6:6-7 

 
5. How Are We Doing? 

a. Numbers all increased; but that is not our success indicator 

b. Better to have a few faithful men, than 50,000 that never start 
c. Serving God is an eternal task, not a college curriculum done in a few years. 

d. Have you grown in understanding? This is success.  
e. Have you the charity to edify the weaker parts? This is success.  

f. Are you able to be thankful in all things hoping for His return? This is success.  


