
The BRIDE OF CHRIST 
AN ANALYSIS OF OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH CHRIST 
 

 

 

 

“For thy Maker is thine husband; the LORD of hosts is his name; and thy 

Redeemer the Holy One of Israel; The God of the whole earth shall he be called. 
“ 

 

- Isaiah 54:5 
 

 

1. A Widely Accepted Doctrine 
a. The marriage supper of the Lamb - Revelation 19:6-11, Rev 21:2 

b. “Bride of Christ” – the phrase is not in the Bible, but the idea is there.  
c. Most every denomination and church makes itself the bride of Christ. 

d. Consequences: 1) “married to Jesus” 2) usurps covenant promises 3) diminishes our 

position 
e. Agreement with the (Old Landmark) Baptist Briders: I’m not the Bride, but neither are 

they.  
 

2. A Dispensational Problem 
a. It results from a failure to rightly divide: covenant / cross, Israel / you, prophecy / 

mystery 

b. They think Revelation describes us in the headlines – Gal 2:9, Rev 1:6 
c. Matt-John are missing the mystery of Christ and the gospel! John 3:29, 4:22, 5:29 

 
3. Marriage as a Metaphor 

a. Created things are used to describe God and our relationship with him (tree, dove, fire) 

b. I am not a woman, God is not my boyfriend, or husband substitute (nuns)  
c. Marriage = the act of uniting a man and a woman; legal and spiritual contract 

d. The first marriage in Gen 2:23-25 
 

4. God’s Marriage to Israel 
a. God made a covenant and a promise to Israel – Gen 22:16, Exo 19:5-6, Eze 16:8, 15, 32, 

60 

b. God married himself to Israel with the covenants – Jer 2:2-5, 31:31-32 
c. Israel was unfaithful to the covenant and God divorced – Jer 3:8-14, 20-22 

d. A promise of restoration after the divorce – Hos 1:9, 2:2, 5-8, 11-12, 18-23 
e. No rest until Jerusalem is established over all the earth - Isaiah 62:4, 7, 11 

f. God is faithful to keep his covenant with Israel - Isa 54:4-10, 12-14  

g. The re-marriage is complete in the kingdom come: the bride is the city – Rev 21:2, 9-21 
h. Jesus came preaching the coming kingdom: be ready, prepare…  Mat 9:15, Mat 25:1-10 

 
5. Our Position as Members of his Body 

a. First, we had no covenants (no marriage, espousal, divorce) given to us – Eph 2:12 

b. God was not obligated to us for a city or earthly dominion, but now there is a mystery… 
c. The mystery is about Christ and the church being made one - Eph 5:30-32 

d. The “one body” is a dispensation of grace doctrine – Eph 2:15-16, 3:6, 4:4-6 
e. We are made one by the cross not a covenant, we are dead to the law – Rom 6:3-4, 7:4 

f. We are not a bride waiting for marriage, but members of his own body by the cross 
g. Israel is waiting for their promise fulfillment, we have a present possession 

 


