
WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A CHRISTIAN 

DESCRIPTION OF THE LIFE IN CHRIST 
 
 

 

 

“For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” 

 
- Philippians 1:21 

 
 

1. Being a Christian is Not Cultural 
a. America has a “Christian culture”, but Life in Christ is personal not cultural 

b. It requires understanding God and his gospel for today (Romans 4:24-25, 1 Cor 15:1-4) 
c. Paul describes what life in Christ looks like - Phil 1:20-24 

d. What part of life involves Christ? What is there to gain in death? 

 
2. Glory in the Cross 

a. Let your conversation be as it becometh the gospel - Phil 1:27 
b. Do you know the gospel? Which one? To be a Christian you need the right gospel. Gal 

1:6 

c. Hear the preaching of the cross (gospel), believe it, glory in it – Eph 1:13, 1 Cor 1:18 
d. Being a Christian means to be know and trust the gospel - 1 Tim 2:4, 2 Cor 4:3 

 
3. Know Your Position 

a. You are not ready for work yet, you need training! Study.  2 Tim 2:15 
b. We need to give attention to reading, doctrine, study - 1 Tim 4:13 

c. Your spiritual growth depends on your study of the Bible rightly divided – 1 Cor 2:12-13 

d. The gospel gives you a position (Eph 2:6): ambassador, saint, son, member of his body 
e. Beware of trivia: the Egyptian gods (Exo 12:12), Philistine culture, Daniel’s missing days, 

weaving seamless coats (John 19:23), the book of Jasher, Paul’s wife. 
f. You must rightly divide: the Revelation blessing does not affect you – Rev 1:3, 22:7 

g. Rinse and repeat: you never finish the study of God’s word. 

 
4. Be Thankful in All Things 

a. “To live is Christ” is to be made conformable unto his death – Phil 3:7-11 
b. Christ’s death means you are dead - Gal 2:19-21, Rom 6:11 

c. Seeds need to be germinated, Eggs need to be broken, cars need to accelerate 
d. The outgrowth of your faith and study should be gratitude – 1 Thess 5:17-18 

e. Prayer strengthens the inner man - Eph 3:14-15 

f. Then it moves doctrine past understanding into experiencing – Eph 3:19, Phil 4:6-7 
g. “Experience” comes as a product of understanding the Bible rightly divided.  

h. The love of Christ constrains you - 2 Cor 5:14-16 
 

5. Do the Work 

a. This is the ministry of reconciliation towards others – 2 Cor 5:18-20 
b. We need faithful men to teach others also – 2 Timothy 2:2 

c. Faithful men need to hold fast the faithful word – Titus 1:9, 2 Tim 1:13 
d. The reason work is not done is because souls are not saved, and saints are not edified.  

e. You can’t be a faithful steward of the mysteries unless you know what they are – 1 Cor 

4:1 


