
 

HOW TO CONVINCE GAINSAYERS 
HANDLING OPPOSITION 
 

 

 

“Holding fast the faithful word as he hath been taught, that he may be able by 

sound doctrine both to exhort and to convince the gainsayers.” 

 
- Titus 1:9 

 

 
 

1. Raising the Issue (continued) 
a. It should already be in you - Col 1:9 

b. It should not be argumentative, debate mentality: Rom 14:1, 2 Tim 2:14,16,23, Tit 3:2 

c. Sometimes generic questions are a good start: “Do you go to a church?”  
d. News, commentary, economy, weather, future, sports? - in all things - Col 3:17 

e. Examples of Bible “contradictions” - Luke 9:3, 22:35; Mat 19:17/Acts 16:31,  
f. The door of opportunity is the one you walk through - 1 Cor 16:9, 2 Cor 2:12 

g. We are to make all men see, not believe - Eph 3:9 
h. You can lead a horse to scripture, but... 

 

2. Gainsayer Opposition 
a. Gainsay - def.  To contradict, to oppose in words, to dispute, to deny 
b. There’s a dispensational difference in handling the opposition - Luke 21:12-15, Titus 1:9 
c. Most people are timid about the Bible – You have an advantage of knowing 
d. Don’t seek opposition, it will find you – 1 Thess 2:2 

e. It is important to deal with it – Titus 1:10-11 
f. They are prepared, you should be too – 2 Tim 2:15 

 
3. Your Approach 

a. To others your approach is more important than your answers – 2 Tim 2:24, Titus 2:8 

b. Take the Bible believing position, don’t get into Greek debates – 1 Cor 8:1, 14:4 
c. No one knows everything; admit it – 1 John 2:20 is not you 

d. Orient yourself around salvation, put aside pet issues – 1 Cor 11, 1Ths 5:26, 1 Tim 3:1 
e. Choose to edify rather than to win – 1 Tim 1:4, Eph 4:29, 2 Cor 12:19 

f. Seek truth over association, don’t fear agreement – 2 Tim 1:7 
g. Make it about Christ – Col 1:18, 1 Cor 11:1 

h. Be plain spoken, point out the danger when you see it – 2 Cor 3:12-12 

 
4. Stay in Your Strength 

a. Right division affects salvation – It is the gospel – 1 Cor 15:1-4 
b. The 4 “gospels” teach a different gospel than Paul – Luke 18:34, Mark 9:32, John 20:9 

c. When they raise questionable verses stick with what is sure – Mt 19:17 vs. Gal 3:11 

d. Use the Lord’s words – Mat 6:14-15 vs. Eph 4:32 
e. “Spoken since” – “kept secret since” are different - Acts 3:21 vs. Romans 16:25 

f. Something was hidden – 1 Cor 2:7 
 

 


