
 

A DISPENSATIONAL READING LESSON 
DIFFERENT WAYS TO READ THE BIBLE 
 
 

 

“So they read in the book in the law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and 

caused them to understand the reading.” 
 

- Nehemiah 8:8 
 

 

1. There are Different Ways to Read the Bible 
a. You can understand the Bible! Yet, you have to know what you are reading. 

b. You read the newspaper different than a fiction book or the Constitution 
c. Bible believers read the Bible differently than Bible doubters 

d.  “All the Bible is for us, but not all is to us” – Where in the Bible do you participate? 
i. Not applicable to your life � 1 Chron 1:2 

ii. Not addressed to you � Exodus 31:1-5 

 
2. The Different Ways  

a. Historical (Factual) – People, stories, origins, prophecy, timelines, God’s attributes 
i. Can verify: How did sin enter the world, what lesson does the law teach? 

ii. Words of the Lord are pure words preserved - Psalm 12:6-7, Isa 40:8 
iii. Timelines: Witnesses of Jesus – “last of all”, “out of due time” 1 Cor 15:3-8 

iv. God is jealous, holy, and is love - Exodus 34:14;  Psa 99:9; 1 John 4:8 

v. Solomon was a wise and righteous king - 1 Kings 10:23, But… 1 Kings 11:4 
vi. Beware: History occurs in context! Context always matters! 

b. Spiritual (Morally) – Reading for virtue; spirituality; good and evil 
i. All scripture is profitable for good works – 2 Tim 3:16 

ii. If there be any virtue - Phil 4:8 

iii. It is written for our learning – Rom 15:4 (but not for our participation) 
iv. Looking for reproof is wise, honorable, and prudent – Prov 15:31 

v. What this verse says is true! - Proverbs 13:10, but beware of 13:25 
vi. Virtuous activity changes as well (re: enemies) – Psalm 139:22, Mat 5:43-44 
vii. Even reproof changes dispensationally � 1 Cor 6:12, be careful of context 

viii. Paul says not to commit adultery - Rom 13:9,… but Mat 5:32 & 1 Cor 7:15? 
c. Dispensational (Instructional) – Reading for purpose, God’s will, salvation 

i. Dispensational understanding affects everything! 

ii. Jesus said things that you would not participate in - Matt 10:5-6 
iii.  “Instruction in righteousness” � this changes… Deut 6:25, Rom 4:5 

 

3. Rules for Reading the Bible Dispensationally 
a. Find relevant passages using Bible tools 

b. Read a passage historically for context: people, events, timeline 
c. Ask the ‘w’s: who is speaking? To whom? What about? When? 

d. Timeless information does not establish context; look further 

e. Always identify the context of spiritual truths, the content is not sufficient -  
f. Similar words do not mean similar contexts � Luke 1:69, 77; Gen 15:6, Eph 1:13 

g. New revelation supersedes old revelation – Eph 3:2:11,13 

h. Participate only in the instructions where you fit the context! 


