
EXPERIENCING GOD 
THE CONTINUAL APPLICATION OF SOUND DOCTRINE 
 

 

 “And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that 

tribulation worketh patience; And patience, experience; and 

experience, hope:” 
- Romans 5:4 

 

 

1. ‘Experiential’ Christianity 
a. God created us to feel and have emotion in his image – Gen 1:26 … until – 

Rom 5:12 
b. People are looking for an emotional response from God 

c. We have replaced doctrine with emotion and sensationalism 
i. “feel the spirit”; “feel the power of God”; “passion for…”; “desire” 

d. Abundant life - John 10:10 - interpreted as experiencing every worldly thing 

e. Being happy is the goal, or to “love life” = meaning “to love my life” 
 

2. Experiences and your flesh 
a. Emotion = what you feel in a circumstance 

b. Experience = knowledge gained of life’s circumstances 

c. Your flesh is telling you how you feel – Mat 15:19 
i. When you are emotion driven – you are flesh driven 

d. Do not be deceived – Jer 17:9; Prov 28:26 
i. The natural man can not know - 1 Cor 2:14 

ii. Carnal mind is enmity with God – Rom 8:7 
e. Without sound doctrine your life will be driven by wind of emotion – Eph 

4:14 

 
3. The significance of sound doctrine 

a. Doctrine is foundational to any true experience of God - Rom 10:2; 10:17 
i. As ye have received, so walk – Col 2:6-7 

b. What you know in a circumstance affects what you feel 

i. Example – Rom 5:3-4 
 

4. Truly knowing God 
a. Comes from obedience to the word of God rightly divided – Eph 2:4; 3:17-19 

b. The power of God - Romans 1:16 

c. The knowledge of Christ - Phil 3:8 
i. Applied to his circumstances – Phil 3:10, 14 

d. Thessalonians receive the doctrine – 1 Thess 1:5, 2:13 
i. Applied to their circumstance – 1:6 

e. The continual application of sound doctrine to every circumstance – Phm 6 
i. God is not angry at you – Rom 5:1 

ii. God has given you all spiritual blessings – Eph 1:3 

iii. God hates sin – Eph 5:6 
iv. God loves you for Christ’s sake – Eph 4:32 

 

“Experiencing God is a result of the continual application of sound doctrine 
to the circumstances of your life.” 


