
CUTTING EDGE DOCTRINE 
UNDERSTANDING OUR PLACE IN HISTORY 

 
 

 

 “And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know 

what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is? . . . (For all the Athenians 

and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to 

tell, or to hear some new thing.) …” 
- Acts 17:19,21 

 
 

1. Defining the Issue:  We are not trendy, modern, or popular 
a. So what, the object is the Truth (God) not popular opinion – Gal 4:16 
b. Cutting edge � Heb 4:12 

c. Something new with Paul - Col 1:25-26 
 

2. Modern Christianity 
a. The standard is popularity – Eph 4:12 
b. Appeal to the world – Eph 2:2 

c. Beware of the rudiments of the world – Col 2:7-8 
d. The wisdom of the world comes to nought – 1 Cor 2:6-8 

e. Denominational ignorance – Doctrinal confusion – Unstable 

f. Gimmicks, promotions, deception, fraudulent, worldly 
 

3. How We Got Here 
a. Recovering truth = the availability of truth 

b. Standing on the shoulders of others 
c. Reformation and Luther � Protestantism - Rom 5:1 

d. Edwards, Darby, et al – Recovery of dispensational concept 

e. Bullinger, Scofield, Larkin – Rebuilding a foundation 

f. O’Hair, Stam, Baker – Pauline distinctive 
 

4. “Itching ears”   
a. God never promised popularity; but he died for the populous – 1 Tim 2:4 

b. Shall turn unto fables – 2 Tim 4:3-5 

c. Wisdom of the world is foolish – 1 Cor 1:20-21, 27 
 

5. 21st century Christianity 
a. NT/OT confusion – SOLVED – Heb 8:20; Rom 6:14 

b. Tongues and Signs – SOLVED – Eph 4:12-14 
c. Baptism – SOLVED – 1 Cor 1:17 

d. Unity – SOLVED – Eph 4:3; Gal 3:28 

e. Tradition is not always bad; bad tradition is bad– 2 Ti 3:10-14; 2 Th 2:15;Ro16:17 
 

6. Our authority is God (not Popularity) 
a. We live in a sinful  world; what is popular will be wrong [most often] – Gal 1:4 

b. Jesus Christ, according to the mystery, is the answer to doctrinal confusion 

 
 

 


