
Social Awareness HS

Talking with the Police Chief | Jada Video 

Background 
If this lesson was used in the classroom: Students considered issues of systemic racism and 
how this applies to policing. In class students discussed the difficult history between people of 
color and law enforcement. In small groups students developed a set of interview questions 
that they would ask if they had the opportunity to interview a local police chief or sheriff. 

Getting Ready for the Conversation  
The video for this module features Jada interviewing the (now retired) police chief of the Los 
Angeles School Police Department. In this interview Jada and Chief Zipperman discuss the 
difficult history conflict between police and communities of color and how this manifests 
today. 

Conversation notes:  
Understanding U.S. history means understanding the ample evidence of the use of law 
enforcement to intimidate and infringe on the rights of people of color rather than providing 
protection and support. Jada and Chief Zipperman discuss this disconnect in stark and 
realistic terms. Improving the conditions of all people requires discussions like this in order for 
people to move to collective understanding that can lead to positive change. During 
discussions it is also important to stress that discussion of mistrust between groups of people 
should not lead to blaming individuals (such as individual police officers) for events in the past.  
For more in depth resources on issues of equity in education visit the websites of The Education 
Trust: https://edtrust.org/  

Resources from Learning for Justice a project of The Southern Poverty Law Center: 
https://www.learningforjustice.org/topics/race-ethnicity  

Race Matters resource collection from the Annie E. Casey Foundation: 
https://www.aecf.org/search?title=Race%20Matters%20Collection&facet[]=report_series:Race%20 
Matters%20Collection  

Greater Good article by Jill Suttie on reducing racial bias in your children: 
https://greatergood.berkeley.edu/article/item/five_ways_to_reduce_racial_bias_in_your_children 



Constructive Conversation Starters  

The first item is for follow-up after viewing the lesson video and participating in class activities. 

What questions did your group (or you) come up with that you ask in an interview with a law 
enforcement leader? Why would you choose these questions? What answers would you 
expect? Why do you think so? 

Describe some historical events that would create mistrust between law enforcement and 
different racial or marginalized groups. Research this issue if necessary.  

What should be done to promote more trust between law enforcement and groups of people 
who have experienced discrimination? What actions can we take in our neighborhood and 
community to improve the situation or build trust? Why would these actions be effective? 




