
Children at THE CROSSROADS of change

Our documentary series focuses on how education, both traditional and non-
traditional, can play a pivotal role in developing pathways and solutions on the social 
issues that make us most human: race, gender, identity, mental health and more. Our 
film guides bring critical reflection, deeper discussion, meaningful connections, and 
tangible action centered around the topics that define us.

SCHEDULE A 

Screening
Our flagship documentary takes audiences inside 

the nation’s largest school systems to help us 

learn how to better understand each other and 

ourselves in complex and divided times. Through 

the passionate, credible voices of educators and the 

inspirational, persuasive stories of the students, we 

learn why and how open, constructive conversations 

about race and other social issues are the life blood 

of our identity and fundamental to our humanity as 

both individuals and a nation. 

*Sample the first few pages here.

https://definingus.org/product/defining-us-screenings-and-events/


What e xperiences have you had that connect to this topic? 

What do you hope to learn from watching this film?

before:

Problem: What we fear?

How does the history of education play out in today’s classrooms and educational institutions? 

●What fear prevents us from having constructive conversations about race and racism? 

What are the dangers of not talking about race, as it relates to educating students in our changing world? 

What are some ways fear may be weaponized to prevent progress? Why? 

During:

Pain: What do we feel?  

Why is listening to others’ stories and having opportunities to tell our own stories critical in the education 

space? 

Critical Reflection 
Questions

critical reflection questions

Use these recommended discussion questions and 

suggestions for engagement and  experiences to dive 

deeper into the topics of this film. This guide offers 

individuals, groups, and organizations the opportunity 

to individually and collectively reflect, connect, and 

commit to action around the issues that define us and 

create more equitable education systems for youth. As 

preparation for the discussion, please first access our 

Constructive Conversations Guide located in your 

Do Something membership portal.

for Before, During and after viewing

https://definingus.org/product/defining-us-screenings-and-events/


The Purpose: Why should we change? 

What is the purpose of schools, in our changing society? 

●How can we use funding, increased resources, and access to level the playing field? 

Why is examining one’s own belief system a key factor in recognizing and dismantling inequity? 

What is the pivotal role of leaders, teachers, and school in creating positive change?

The Power: Who can they become? 

How can we support and empower youth to thrive? 

What examples did you see of interaction and relationships that affirm youth identity in this or a 

precious section? 

How can school become the center of the community? What investment is needed? 

How can educators create classroom and school cultures that cultivate relationships and a sense of 

belonging for students?

The Potential: What do we see? 

Why do schools play a significant role in all showing students their potential? 

How can schools utilize social and emotional learning to create more equitable outcomes for students 

of color? 

●What relevant connections do you make between relationships, hope and creating change? 

What did you learn from the youth stories in this section? What types of high leverage programs or 

investments are creating the greatest impact?

How have stories been used to disempower communities of color? 

What emotions arise when listening to the stories in this section of the film? 

Why is examining our emotions and beliefs important in building self-awareness around our own impact 

on issues of race, class, and identity? 

The Promise: Who will we become?

In this final segment, critical love is described as a love that leads to the liberation of people’s mind and 

souls. How do you make sense of this in your own space? ● How can education be a vehicle for liberation 

through love? 

What promises do educators need to make for real and lasting change to occur within themselves and 

their organizations?

What about this film resonated with you? 

● What questions or ideas would you like to explore further? 

● What conversations will you have, or immediate actions will you take to create change in our own sphere 

of influence?

After:
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