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Purpose 
This video shares how self-doubt and a sense of hopelessness begins in the classroom as a 
result of educational practices that negatively affect Black and Brown children.

Background 
Schools were never designed to ensure the success of all children. Prior to 1954 schools and 
local districts did not address the needs of minoritized students (Hill, 2000).  This trend 
continues to this day, but it is now evidenced in the persistent “education debt” (Ladson-
Billings, 2006) owed to children from racially marginalized communities. The subtle and not 
so subtle messages lead to tremendous harm to children that kills their joy and their spirit 
(Love, 2019).   

Reflections 
What messages might schools send to children when they disregard or disallow aspects of a 
child's culture, i.e. hair, clothing, other? 

What are two to three suggestions that teachers and administrators might adopt to move 
away from the harmful practice of providing negative messages to Black and Brown children 
and move in the direction of uplifting them and affirming their identities?  For all children?

What new insights have you gleaned from this video? 

How will you use your new insights to provide safer and more equitable learning spaces in 
your community?  



Extended Connections 
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