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Echoes of Slavery
Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz, Ph.D., Associate Professor of English Education, Teachers College, 
Columbia University; Founder and Faculty Sponsor of the Racial Literacy Roundtable Series 
and Co-Founder of the Teachers College Civic Participation Project.

Purpose 
In this video, Yolanda Sealey-Ruiz discusses the long-lasting consequences of slavery and 
the way Black people have fought relentlessly to have access to the same opportunities 
that are usually reserved for White people. Sealey-Ruiz notes that inequality has 
blossomed and she shares how her ancestors were determined to never give up despite 
structural racism that makes it hard for Black people to live and thrive. Sealey-Ruiz 
reminds us that the fight continues and the inequalities that Black people endured 
persists today.  

Background 
While it is true that slavery officially ended almost two hundred years ago, it is also true 
that remnants of slavery remain. Structural racism impacts our neighborhoods and has 
long since been a deciding factor in which racial/ethnic groups have access to specific 
communities, the way our schools look and function and it has a profound impact on the 
continuous wealth gap between Black and Brown individuals and families and their White 
peers. Slavery was officially abolished in 1865 however, the underlying structures that 
positioned Black people as less than in society are evident in the justice system, 
healthcare, housing, and almost every aspect of the way we all live today.   

Reflections 
What are examples of how you have been harmed or benefitted from the history of 
enslavement of Black people? Consider the generational wealth, housing, healthcare, 
other concepts.

What are your thoughts about reparations for the ancestors of individuals who were 
formerly enslaved? Is this a good idea or a bad idea? Why? Are there any aspects for 
reparations that you would support?  Why or why not? What would any form of 
implementation look like in practice? 

What did you learn about slavery in your K-12 experience? Did it align with what you now 
know about slavery?  



Extended Connections 
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How was history about Black people and their experiences taught in your K-12 and/or 
higher education experience? Which perspectives did you hear? Which perspectives were 
missing and how might that inform your worldview today?
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