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ALS Slowey. 8vo, 3 pages. Boston, 5 January 1807,
To Rebecca Gratz, Philadelphia,

Religion was a central focus of Slowey Hays' life.
Here she is most explicit: "My jewdaism stands, my dear
Rebecca, Jjust where you found it when you were on here,
I trust I have too much reason remaining to wish following
an usurper, or sell my freedom to a tyrant and in such a
light alone can I view Napoleon, tho always successful yet
always a villan in my estimation." She goes on to say she
is willing to await someone other than Napoleon who "more
fully answers my ideas of a millennium than the present
corrupt situation of society in Bonapartes reign seems to
promise..." In an earlier letter Rebecca Gratz seems to
have commented favorably on events then taking place in
France and which related to the Jews of that country. In
response, Slowey Hays notes, ",..,perhaps I am erroneous in
believing my Boston residence for the present is best., 1
prefer waiting here for a happier and I hope surer translation
to a purer region (?) then the Bonaparte mania as you wisely
term it seems to portend..."
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